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/ perceive  no  Reafon,  'why  Men  of  different  Religious  Perfua-^ 
“ fions  may  not  fit  upon  the  fame  Benchy  deliberate  in  the  fame 
“ Council i or  fght  in  the  fame  Ranisy  as  well  as  Men  of 
'Various  or  oppofite  Opinions  upon  any  contro'verted  Topic  of 
“ Natural  Philofophyy  Hijiory  or  Ethics  P 

Archdeacon  Paley’s  Philosophy. 
“ IVe  know  that  Toleration  is  odious  to  the  Intolerant  ; Freedom 
“ to  Opprejfors ; Property  to  Robbers ; and  all  Kinds  and 
“ Degrees  of  Profperity  to  the  Envious P 

Edmund  Burke’s  Speech  to  his  Conftituents  in 
Favour  of  Catholic  Emancipation. 
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AN 


IRISH  CATHOLIC’S 

ADVICE 


TO  HIS  BRETHREN,  &c. 


My  Countrymen, 

I ADDRESS  you  with  a heart  full  of  devo- 
tion to  your  welfare,  and  deeply  interefted  in 
the  deftiny  of  our  common  Country;  that  be- 
loved Country,  where  we  all  have  drawn  our 

earlieft  breath,  where  our  anceftors  have  flou- 
\ 

rished  in  former  times,  the  fcene  of  our  own 
comforts,  the  objecl  of  our  hopes,  whofe  ho- 
nour and  happinefs  it  is  our  folemn  duty  to 
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guard  for  ourfelves,  and  to  tranlmit  inviolate 
to  our  pofterity. 

I wife,  and  hope,  to  roufe  and  animate  you 
to  the  defence  of  our  native  foil,  and  to  de- 
monftrate  to  you  the  dire  and  intolerable  cala- 
mities which  impend  over  and  muft  furely 
crufe  us,  unlefs  we  feall  inftantly  awake  from 
our  lethargy,  look  into  our  true  fituation,  and 
ad  with  a fpirit,  a wifdom,  and  a promptitude 
becoming  our  numbers  and  our  character. 

The  following  fentiments  flow  from  an  honed 
and  unbiafled  furvey  of  our  common  interefts, 
without  the  lead  mixture  of  folicitude  for  thofe 
of  either  England  or  France,  farther  than  as 
thofe  countries  afled  our  profperity  and  inde^^ 
pendence. 

If  they  feall  appear,  in  themfelves,  rcafonable 
and  convincing  to  your  judgments,  and  fliall 
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invigorate  your  fouls  with  a true  affeclion  for 
our  Country  at  this  awful  crifis,  I feek  no 
other  objecl ; I feel  no  higher  ambition. 


But,  that  you  may  fafely  confide  in  the  cre- 
dit and  motives  of  the  perfon  who  now  ad- 
drefles  you,  and  as  you  may  naturally  defire 
to  be  firft  fatisfied  in  that  refped,  I (hall  begin 
by  fubmitting  both  to  your  decifion,  upon  their 
weight  and  probity.  I neither  am,  (as  many 
of  you  know)  nor  is  any  one  of  my  Family, 
a Partifan,  a Dependant,  or  a Flatterer  of  any 
Government,  nor  in  any  wife  interefled  in  fup- 
porting  a fingle  abufe  or  defe6l  of  our  politi- 
cal  fyftem  ; — but,  like  yourfelves,  I am  a true- 
born  Irifhman,  a Milefian,  a Catholic,  of  pa^ 
rents  and  kindred  dwelling  amongft  you,  your 
friend  and  brother,  allied  to  no  title,  or  power 
or  party,  fave  yourfelves,  (if  that  be  a party) 
identified  with  you,  living  in  the  fame  habits 
and  comforts,  fliaring  in  the  fame  privations, 

refiraints 
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reflraints  and  grievances  with  my  Catholic 
countrymen. 

I feel  an  honeft  pride  in  belonging  to  a 
faithful  and  loyal  clafs  of  people,  who  have 
never  deemed  any  facrifice  of  their  wiflies  or 
refentments  too  great  for  their  King  and  their 
Honour,  who  have  never  loft  their  Dignity,  or 
their  temper,  with  their  fortunes,  who  fuffered 
with  manly  fortitude  a century  of  unexampled 
injuftice,  who  vanquiHied  the  fpirit  of  Intole- 
rance by  fubduing  their  own  palTions,  and  final- 
ly redeemed  themfelves  from  fervitude  by  their 
wifdom  and  unbroken  energies. 

We  have  honourably  won  our  way,  with 
calmnefs,  to  our  prefent  rank,  which  (however 
ftill  fomewhat  fhackled  by  a remnant  of  the  bro-? 
ken  chain)  is  yet,  in  my  judgment,  the  moft  en- 
viable and  truly  fplendid,  that  the  annals  of  Hif- 
tory  prefento 


This 


This  is  not  idle  exultation  ; it  is  an  ufeful 
foothing  of  our  fouls  by  the  recollecHon  of  our 
merits  and  thofe  of  our  Fathers,  by  a juft  review 
of  our  gradual  refurre6tion  in  our  Country,  and 
by  a mutual  congratulation  of  each  other  upon 
the  Rank  and  Profperity  which  we  now  enjoy. 

My  Countrymen,  let  us  manfully  preferve  that 
Rank  and  Profperity.  The  moment  is  at  hand, 
which  is  to  decide,  whether  we  (hall  be  caft  from 
it  into  far  deeper  mifery  than  we  have  emer- 
ged from,  or  be  triumphantly  condu^led  to 
National  concord  and  permanent  peace. 

The  warning  voice  of  our  venerable  Guide, 
Arthue  O’Leary,  is  hufhed  to  eternal  filence  ; 
his  foul  is  gone  to  receive  in  Heaven  that  hap- 
pinefs,  which  he  wilhed  to  all  mankind,  but 
particularly  to  the  Men  of  Ireland.  He,  doubt- 
iefs,  ftill  looks  down,  withTond  folicitude,  upon 
his  native  Country : and,  could  his  benevolent 
fpint  re-aniraate  his  fleepingduft,  he  would  now 
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- (for  I knew  him  and  his  fentiments  well)  pro= 
claim  to  you,  with  thc'  earneft  voice  of  Pa- 
triotifm  and  Chriftian  eloquence,  thofe  folemn 
and  precious  truths,  which,  with  not  lefs  pure 
motives,  but  far  inferior  powers,  I fhall  venture 
briefly  to  lay  before  your  eyes. 

My  Countrymen,  THE  FRENCH  boaftfully 
proclaim  the  menace  of  invading  our  Ifland  once 
more.  For  this  daring  enterprize  they  have  col- 
lected all  their  adventurers,  their  convicts,  their 
outcafls  and  plundering  banditti ; and  their  Ge- 
neral, Maffena,  cheers  his  fellow-rufhans  on, 
by  picturing  us  as  an  eafy  prey,  as  a lazy, 
bickering,  cowardly,  helplefs  nation  of  pol- 
troons, worfe  even  than  themfelves.  They  fancy. 
already,  that  they  may,  wdth  impunity,  pil- 
lage our  Homes  and  fields,  raviih  our  Women, 
bind  our  Men  neck  and  heels,  tranfport  them  to 
the  Weft  Indies  to  perifh  by  the  yellow  fever, 
or  the  fwords  of  their  Negroes,  and  laftly,  par- 
cel 
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cel  out  this  lovely  Ifland  amongft  the  moft  fero- 
cious robbers  of  their  Gang. 

It  is  high  time,  therefore,  for  us  to  bethink 
oiirfelves  how  we  (hall  ad,  whether  WITH 
THEM  OR  AGAINST  THEM?  In  order  to 
determine  wifely,  let  us  difcufs  this  Queftion, 
not  angrily,  but  calmly, — let  us  leave  all  Paf- 
fions  and  animolities  at  the  door  ; and  when 
we  have  determined,  let  us  ad  accordingly, 
with  vigour,  and  in  concert — with  vigour^  be- 
caufe,  that  will  do  half  the  bufinefs  for  us,— 
in  concert,  becaufe,  if  we  Iliould  difagree,  w^e 
might  be  mad  enough  to  Ihorten  the  bufinefs 
of  the  enemy  by  cutting  each  others  throats, 
inftead  of  ferving  ourfelves  or  our  country. 

We  are  all,  I believe,  heartily  agreed  in  our 
deteftation  of  a Civil  War ; we  feel  the  fame 
emotions  of  grief  and  fhame  on  all  its  mife- 
rable  confequences,  whether  they  appear  on 
one  fide  or  the  other,  in  the  Ihape  of  Vido- 


nes 


ties  or  Defeats,  of  a Battle  at  Rofs  or  at  Car= 
new,  of  a maffacre  at  Wexford  or  in  the  fields 
of  Ballinamuck.  Thofe,  who  execrate  the 
practice  of  indifcriminately  burning  the  houfes 
and  torturing  the  perfons  of  the  innocent  and 
the  guilty,  thofe  who  abhor  the  now  ex- 
ploded fyftem  of  Terror  amongfl  us,  thofe 
who  profefs  the  true  principles  of  brother- 
hood ofaffedion  amongft  Men  of  every  Se6t 
and  Party,  mull  fhudder  at  'the  renewal  of  a 
Civil  War.  They  will,  therefore,  join  with  me 
in  fcrutinizing  clofely  the  pretences  and  pro- 
mifes  of  thofe  Foreigners,  who  now  invite  us 
to  hoftilities  againft  each  other. 

We  are  to  confider  which  of  thefe  two  parts 
we  fliall  acl,  whether  to  receive  thofe  French 
vifitors  with  open  arms,  and  throw  ourfelves 
upon  their  Mercy  and  good  Faith,  or  whether 
we  fliall  keep  to  ourfelves  what  we  now  have. 
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(be  it  ever  fo  little)  and  drive  them  back  into 
the  Ocean  at  the  points  of  our  Bayonets  and 
our  pikes. 

In  the  firft  place,  I entreat  of  every  Irifliman 
to  lay  his  hand  upon  his  heart,  and  to  aik  him- 
felf  ferioufly  thefe  few  and  fimple  queftions  : 

Who  are  thefe  French  ? Which  of  us  have 
ever  feen  or  talked  with  them,  or  had  experience 
of  them  ? What  may  be  their  objed  or  view 
in  taking  this  long  voyage,  upon  the  element 
that  all  Frenchmen  deteft,  expofed  to  the  cannon 
of  our  fleets,  and  the  fury  of  the  ftorms  ? Have 

they  the  kindnefs  to  take  this  mighty  trouble 
merely  for  our  fakes  ? And,  if  fo,  what  pre- 
fents  do  they  bring  to  us,  and  what  rewards  do 
they  promife  to  themfelves?  Can  they  bring  to 
us  what  they  themfelves  have  not.  Liberty,  Pro- 
perty, Laws,  Honefty,  Truth,  or  Religion  f 
Have  we  in  a word,  any  reafon  either  to  love 
or  to  fear  them  ? 

Novv% 
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Now,  my  Countrymen,  I have  deliberately 
weighed  thofe  queftions,  and  I will  tell  you 
frankly  what  anfwers  I have  found  to  them. — I 
have  long  watched  their  conducl  and  charaders, 
and  ftudied  their  Hiftory  and  connexion  with 
Ireland,  and  I now^  give  you  the  plain  refult  of 
what  I have  obferved  or  learned  upon  thofe  fub- 
jedso 

It  is  112  years  iince  the  Capitulation  of  Lime- 
rick to  William  the  Third ; it  was  the  laft 
place  in  Ireland  or  England,  that  furrendered  to 
him  I and  never  was  any  place  more  gallantly 
and  obftinately  defended,  than  Limerick  had 
been  by  our  loyal  Anceftors,  who  with  Sarsfield 
at  their  head,  fought  for  their  hereditary  King, 
James,  againft  a Dutch  INVADER  and  his  hired 
battalions.  France  had  long  amufed  the  befieged 
with  promifes  of  fuccour — no  fuccour  came; 
'and  the  brave  Garrifon,  after  enduring  incredi- 
ble hardfliips,  were  forced  to  give  up,  with 

breaking 
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breaking  hearts,  their  laft  poffeflion  in  their  Coun« 
try,  but  not  without  having  obtained,  and  de- 
fervedly,  glorious  terms  of  Capitulation.  The 
French  Fleet  came  (as  they  have  always  come  to 
their  friends)  when  there  was  nothing  to  be 
done  for  them,  when  all  was  over,  and  they 
vtrere  not  wanted.  However,  they  enticed  14,000 
of  our  veteran  Soldiers  to  tranfport  ihemefeves 
on  board  this  fleet  to  France,  in  order  to  fight 
their  battles ; not  a man  of  thofe  veterans  ever 
faw  his  Country  again  ; they  were  all  thrown  by 
the  French  upon  the  moft  hazardous  ^ attempts, 
and  they  all  periflied  in  battle,  the  dupes  of 
French  craft  and  i^mbition.  Never  afterwards  did 
the  French  ferioufly  attempt  to  reftore  James  to  his 
Throne,  or  our  Exiles  to  their  country,  although 
they  then  had,  what  they  now  have  not,  plenty 
of  (hipping,  and  a Navy  able  to  cope  with  ours. 

The  next  vifit  they  paid  us  was  about  43 
years  ago,  when  one  Thurot,  an  Adventurer, 
c 2 landed 
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landed  at  Carrickfergus  in  the  North,  with  a few 
hundreds  of  them.  He  amufed  himfeif,  as  ufual, 
with  plundering  the  country  for  a few  days. — 
The  people  ro^e  againfl  him,  and  he  had  jufl 
time  to  get  back  to  his  fhips ; hou  ever,  in  his 
return,  he  was  overtaken  by  our  frigates,  fliot 
in  action,  and  his  fhips  were  captured. 

After  that  experiment,  they  left  us  in  quiet 
for  36  years,  W'hen,  about  Chriftmas,  1796, 
General  Hoche  came  with  20,000  of  them,  and 
a great  fleet,  to  Bantry  Bay.— With  all  this  force 
they  had  not  the  courage  to  fet  foot  upon  Irifh 
ground.  All  the  men  of  Munfter,  on  the  firft 
alarm,  joined  hearts  and  hands  .to  drub  them ; 
but  the  French  wifely  fhifted  their  quarters, 
and  they  and  their  fhips,  in  returning,  were, 
for  the  mofc  part,  either  wrecked  on  the  feas, 
or  made  prizes  to  our  cruizers. 

Next,  in  September,  1798,  a gang  of  them 
to  the  number  of  1,100  came  to  Killala  under 

Humbert, 
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Humbert,  who  has  fince,  I think,  killed  him- 
feif.  Now  thofe  were  their  moft  choice,  or- 
derly and  valiant  men,  the  veterans  ot  their 
Italian  and  German  campaigns — and  how  did 
they  behave  ? 

They  rambled  about  during  three  weeks, 
doing  much  mifchief  in  villages  and  in  corn 
fields,  and  enticed  many  thoufand  country 
people  to  their  Army,  whom  they  after- 
wards infulted  aud  quarrelled  with,  becaufe, 
forfooth,  they  would  not  bend  the  knee  to 
Frenchmen,  and  could  not  learn  the  manual 
drill  from  French  ferjeants,  who  fpoke  neither 
Englifli  nor  Irifh.  We  all  know  that  200 
brave  Irifh  boys,  of  the  Limerick  militia, 
charged  this  whole  army  of  French  herpes  at 
Colloony  with  fixed  bayonets,  and  forced  them 
to  meafure  back  their  ground  with  lofs.— Who 
were  their  conquerors  ? they  were  Catholics, 
moflly  defeended  from  the  renowned  defend- 


ers  of  Limerick,  who,  being  prohibited  by  an 
old  A6t  of  Parliament  (now  repealed)  from 
dwelling  within  the  walls,  took  up  their 
refidence  in  thofe  noted  fuburbs  of  Lime- 
rick, called  Garryone.  The  French  be- 
came very  tame  after  this  Ikirmifli,  and 
being  hotly  purfued  and  overtaken  by  Irifli 
troops  at  Ballinamuck,  they  finifhed  their  fhort 
race,  by  an  adl,  fcarcely  to  be  equalled  in 
cowardice  and  treachery,  towards  1500  of 
our  haplefs  Countrymen,  whom  they  had  al- 
lured to  the  tri-coloured  Flag.  Inftead  of  fend- 
ing a flag  of  truce,  or  demanding  terms  of 
mercy  or  protedion  for  their  Irifli  allies,  (who 
though  raw  and  undifeiplined,  wore  their  uni- 
form and  formed  part  of  their  Army)  they  flung 
down  their  arms  in  a panic,  and  cried  out 
for  quarter  for  themfelves  atone, — Thofe  dif- 
honoured  fellows  got  quarter,  and  immediately 
faw,  with  unconcern,  almoft  every  man  of 

I 

thofe  poor  Irifli  butchered  before  their  eyes. 
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i have  fmce  been  on  the  field  of  Maflacre, 
and  was  fliown  the  large  pits,  into  which  heaps 
of  Irifli  carcaiTes  were  thrown,  without  the 
ordinary  rites  of  Chriftian  interment- 

Such  is  the  prote6Hon  of  the  French  ; they 
never  afterwards  complained  of  this  Maffacre, 
as  of  a matter  that  concerned  them,  or  their 
honour,  or  our  efteem  for  them  ; on  the  con- 
trary, their  vindictive  hearts  felt  fo  forely  the 
difgrace  of  having  been  firfi:  checked,  and 
finally  vanquiflied,  by  a few  Irifh  troops,  that 
their  fhame  was  converted  (as  is  natural  in 
Frenchmen)  into  a general  antipathy  againft 
our  Nation.  They  bitterly  inveighed  againfi: 
thofe  deluded,  but  brave  Men,  whom  they 
had,  under  the  name  of  Allies,  betrayed  to 
untimely  graves;  they  calumniated  them  as 
the  vileft  Cowards,  Robbers,  and  Scoundrels 
they  had  ever  met  with.  In  converfing  with 

many 
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many  gentlemen,  after  they  became  prlfoners, 
they  pretended  to  be  utterly  afliamed  of  their 
new  Allies,  and  protefted  repeatedly  that  they 
would,  on  their  return  to  France,  reprefent 
us  a Nation  of  Thieves  and  Barbarians  5 this 
laft  promife  alone  they  have  kept. 

This  Gang  was,  as  I have  faid,  compofed  of 
their  moft  honourable  and  precious  men,  gen- 
tle as  lambs,  pure  as  faints,  in  comparifon  with 
the  hopeful  cargoes  of  their  countrymen,  who 
now  hope  to  fucceed  them  : they  were  delegated 
as  it  were,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  captivat- 
ing our  affections  and  commanding  our  refpe^f  5 
a pattern  of  French  excellence,  which  muft,  as 
of  courfe,  have  rendered  us  enamoured  of  the 
whole  of  their  giddy  nation  ; and  yet  you  fee 
their  impudence,  their  treachery,  and  their 
falfehood — not  a whit  exaggerated  by  my  pen. 
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I will  give  you  an  inftance  of  the  rudenefs 

\ 

and  intemperance  even  of  Humbert  and  his 
\ 

Generals,  in  a private  company  of  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  where  (if  any  where)  their  beha- 
viour might  be  expected  to  be  difcreet  and 
guarded. — During  their  captivity,  they  dined, 
by  invitation,  at  a worthy  Dean’s  houfe, 
in  the  county  of  Longford  ; a trifling  difpute 
arofe  amongft  thofe  Generals,  which  foon,  as  is 
ufual  amongfl  them,  was  inflamed  into  a mighty 
quarrel.  So  little  regard  for  decency  had  thofe 
deliverers^  fo  little  temper  or  common  fenfe, 
that  there,  at  their  hofl’s  table,  they  vented 
the  groflefl  fcurrility  againft  each  other,  ex- 
changed the  moft  angry  menaces,  and  at  length, 
in  the  prefence  of  ladies ! nearly  drew  their 
fwords,  to  difplay  their  valour — fwords,  which 
they  had  been  fuffered  to  wear  only  by  cour- 
tefy  ! The  company  were  glad  to  withdraw  and 
leave  the  room  to  thofe  polite  gentlemen  5 and 

D the 
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the  hofl  was,  you  may  imagine,  heartily  glad 
when  they  left  the  room  and  the  houfe  to 
him.  Thofe  are  the  men  who  would  guide  and 
govern  us,  and  who  yet  have  not  as  much 
command  over  themfelves  as  the  meaneft  of 
us.  Let  us  confole  ourfelves  for  the  invectives 
and  contempt  of  this  defpicable  crew.  We  re- 
pay their  fcorn  tenfold. 

In  i8oi,  our  Countrymen  met  and  fought 
them  in  Egypt ; there,  amongft  other  exploits, 
the  28  th  Regiment  of  Foot,  moftly  compofed  of 
Irifti  Catholics,  cut  down  the  flower  of  their 
boafled  veterans.  A Regiment  of  Germans,  head-  > 
ed  by  Irifli  oflicers  now  at  Cork,  bayoneted  the 
French  Regiment  of  Invincibles,  fo  calling  them- 
felves, took  their  Standard,  and  extinguiflied 
them  and  their  name.  The  remnant  of  this 
gafeonading  Army,  whom  Bonaparte  had  allured 
to  follow  him  and  then  deferted,  were  forced. 
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in  difgrace,  to  bite  the  duft  or  to  lay  down  their 
arms.  Peace  was  made  opportunely  for  the 
French.  It  drew  the  curtain  before  their 
defeats,  and  faved  them  from  our  triumphs 
and  the  mockery  of  Europe. 

In  a word,  do  not  our  Sailors  alfo,  moftly 
Irifli,  beat  them  to  a jelly  wherever  they  meet 
them  ? Do  they  not,  at  every  opportunity,  land 
in  open  boats  upon  hoftile  fhores,  fpike  their 
guns,  ftorm  their  batteries,  and  ever  conquer 
Frenchmen,  even  upon  French  ground  ? 

And,  after  thefe  things,  Ihall  we,  or  fliould 
we,  fear  Frenchmen  ? We,  who  arc  not,  like 
the  Dutch  or  Auftrians,  dull,  flow,  and  ftupid 
machines ; nor,  like  the  Spaniards  and  Nea- 
politans, efleminate,  debauched,  or  frivolous ; 
nor,  like  the  Swifs,  few  in  number  and  bor^ 
dering  on  France ; but  we,  who  are,  I fay, 
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from  our  cradles,  a bold,  martial,  and  mufcu- 
lar  people  as  ever  exifted. 

Fierce  in  our  native  hardinefs  of  Soul.’^ 

iffhabiting  a remote  and  defenfible  Ifland,  which 
vve  well  know  how  to  defend  5 we,  who  are,  be- 
yond moft  Nations,  robufl  of  conftitution  and 
frame,  patient  of  fatigue,  of  cold  and  heat, 
hunger  and  thirft,  nimble,  terrible  in  battle, 
rulhing  headlong  upon  the  bayonet  and  the 
battery,  and  ever  prodigal  of  life  in  a favou- 
rite caufe.  Shall  five  hundred  thoufand  of  us 
(for  we  can  turn  out  fo  many  efficient  men) 
fear  to  fight  the  French  in  the  caufe  of  our 
Country  ? Of  us,  who,  at  our  fchools,  our  pa- 
tron feftivals  and  our  fairs,  make  fighting  and 
rough  games  our  paflime,  and  even  our  delight  ? 
What  is,  and  has  been,  more  common  in  Ire^ 
land,  thari  to  fee  the  men  of  rival  Pariffies  and 
rival  Counties  meeting,  by  choice  and  previous 
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appointment,  upon  our  Fair-greens  and  Race- 
grounds,  and  there,  with  clubs  and  other  wea- 
pons, fighting  each  other  furioufly  for  whole 
hours,  with  dreadful  lofs  of  limbs  and  l^es, 
and  all  for  the  empty  honours  of  their'\Parifli 

/ -r 

or  County?  What,  then,  is  there  for  fuch  men, 
as  we  are,  to  dread  in  facing  thofe  flirivelled 
French  Fops,  who  feed  upon  garlic,  chicken 
broth,  frogs,  rats,  and  other  vermin,  who  wear 
rings  in  their  ears,  and  muffs  on  their  delicate 
hands,  and  who  pafs  their  days  and  nights 
amongft  dancers,  fiddlers,  and  gamblers?  Cox- 
combs, whom  a fingle  week  of  our  wet  wea- 
ther would  blockade  in  their  Hofpitals,  or  wafli 
back  into  the  Sea ; who  would  find  in  our  very 
air  and  climate  the  fame  noxious  repugnance 
towards  them,  that  St.  Patrick  is  faid  to  have 
breathed  into  it  for  our  proteftion  againfl:  all 
other  venomous  animals. 
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If,  then,  we  need  not  fear  or  refpeci:  them  as 
Foes,  what  better  reafon  is  there  for  us  to  love 
them  as  Friends  or  Allies  ? Let  us  coolly  confider 
this  matter,  and  fee,  whether  their  amity  is  to 
be  confided  in,  or  their  alliance  efleemed. 

In  the  firft  place,  they  have  never,  fince  Ire- 
land  has  had  a name,  done  any  one  thing  to 
ferve  us  or  our  Country. — I challenge  them,  or 
any  fervile  admirer  of  theirs,  to  fliew  one  a6l  of 
kindnefs  or  friendfhip  flowing  at  any  time  from 
the  French  to  the  Irifli.  I call  upon  them  to 
point  out  a Angle  inftance,  in  Hiflory,  of  the 
French  having  befriended  any  People,  without 
endeavouring  alfo  to  rob  and  to  enflave  them — 
They  approach,  with  the  kifs  of  Judas,  and 
they  bite  with  the  deadly  venom  of  the  afp.' 

We  have  feen  their  bafe  treachery  at  Pally- 
namuck ; we  know  that  they  have  feduced  fe- 
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veral  Iriflimen  to  their  caufe,  fome  of  whom 
were  undoubtedly  men  of  great  talents  and  in- 
tegrity, and  whofe  private  views,  whatever  I 
may  think  of  their  foreign  connexions,  I will 
not  here,  contrary  to  my  opinion,  accufe  as 
fordid  or  vindidive,  nor  will  I,  for  any  pur- 
pofe  or  at  any  time,  fpeak  of  the  moral  and 
intelledual  qualities  of  thofe  men,  otherwife 
than,  as  I have  heard  of  them  from  their  pro- 
feflional  acquaintance,  with  refped.  But  we 
know  that  they  have  been  cruelly  deceived  and 
difappointed  ; they  were  promifed  fplendid  re- 
wards, the  Wealth,  Glory,  and  Happinefs  of  their 
country,  ample  and  generous  aid  from  France. 
They  believed  in  thofe  promifes ; at  a time, 
indeed,  when  the  French  Revolution  had  not 
fully  developed  itfelf,  when  its  character  was 
vibrating  between  Liberty  and  Slavery,  when 
public  opinion  was  undecided  between  the  fero- 
city and  folly  of  the  many,  and  the  timid, 
but  impotent,  benevolence,  of  the  few,  and 
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when  many  honeft  and  patriotic  perfons  did 
really  hope  that  the  French  Nation  was  engag- 
ed, not  in  forging  its  own  chains,  but  in 
maintaining  the  caufe  of  ratronal  Liberty. 

What  is  now  to  be  thought  of  thofe  promifes 
and  thofe  hopes  ? Their  Revolution  is  at  an  end, 
they  had  gained,  after  the  daughter  or  exile 
of  two  or  three  millions  of  men,  the  opportu- 
nity of  firmly  fixing  their  Liberties  and  of  choof- 
ing  calmly  their  own  form  of  government ; 
whether  a limited  Monarchy,  a qualified  or  a pure 
Republic.  All  their  friends,  in  other  countries,^ 
looked  for  the  event  with  impatient  folicitude,  and 
hoped  that  the  French  w^ould  now  produce  fome 
admirable  mafterpitce  of  a free  Conftitution. 
But  no ; French  fouls  were  too  fervile  for  fo 
noble  a line  of  conduct.  I’hey  have  preferred 
an  odious  and  execrable  Tyranny;  they  have 
made  a cruel,  vulgar,  gloomy,  and  arrogant 
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little  foreigner  their  Tyrant,  without  whofe  leave 
they  dare  not  open  their  lips,  or  move  one 
inch ; and  they  have  made  themfelves  the  vilefl 
of  flaves,  becaufe  Frenchmen  never  have  been, 
nor  ever  can  be,  any  thing  elfe  but  flaves. 

As  for  our  ill-fated  Countrymen,  who  have 
been  allured  by  the  falfe  fignals  and  lights  of 
France  to  fleer  to  fuch  a coaft  in  queft  of 
Liberty,  their  reception,  I am  well  informed, 
has  been  fo  cold  and  chilling,  and  their  difap- 
pointment  fo  bitter,  that  you  would  really  pity 
their  prefent  feelings.  They  are  allowed  no 
penfion  ; they  have  no  fubfiftence  but  what 
they  can  raife  amongft  their  families  here  ; they 
are  either  watched  and  encircled  by  fpies  in 
Paris,  or  left  to  flarve  in  the  garrets,  cel- 
lars, and  highways,  for  the  French  feldom 
give  alms,  or  relief  to  the  poor.  Thus  our 
E abufed 
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abufed  Exiles,  who  might  have  lived  in  com- 
fort at  home,  drag  on  the  burden  of  life  in  the 
utmoft  mifery  and  negled,  in  the  land  of  un- 
feeling ftrangers,  fufpecled  by  every  body  they 
meet,  however  unjuftly,  of  being  robbers  and 
aflaflins,  worfe  than  the  French  themfelves. 

So  much  for  their  conducl  towards  our  nation 
and  their  own.  Next,  it  may  be  ufeful  to  fee 
what  are  the  received  and  current  fentiments 
amongft  them,  with  refpecl  to  Ireland. 

/ 

Now,  all  Frenchmen  defpife  and  ridicule . all 
other  nations,  but  ours  in  particular.  The  wide 
and  turbulent  ocean,  which  the  Almighty,  per- 
haps amongft  his  other  mercies  to  us,  has  in- 
terpofed  between  Ireland  and  France,  is  con» 
fidered  by  the  modeft  people  of  Paris,  as  a, proof 
that  we  are  deftined,  from  the  Creation,  to  be 
an  incorrigible  nation  of  Savages  or  flaves,  eter- 
nally 
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nally  cut  ofF  from  all  their  refinements,  dvilizaV 
tion,  and  improvements.  Voltaire  himfelf, 
their  favourite  Author  and  Oracle,  affures  them 
very  gravely  in  one  of  his  publications,  that 
the  Irifli  have  no  good  moral  or  intelledual 
quality  whatever.  The  French  believe  this  to 
be  as  true  as  the  Gofpel;  for  their  ignorance 
keeps  fully  equal  pace  with  their  infolence. 
Does  not  our  blood  boil  with  fcornful  indig- 
nation at  thofe  things,  and  do  we  not  pant  for 
an  opportunity  of  forcing  them  to  better  man- 
ners and  more  instruction  ? 


But,  perhaps  their  Tyrant,  Bonaparte,  may 
have  more  fenfe  or  more  kindnefs  towards  us 
than  his  flaves  have.  Vain  expedlation  ! Our 
officers  and  foldiers,  who  have  ferved  in  Egypt, 
affure  us,  that  his  prafHce  there  was,  to  mnrder 
thoufands  of  his  prifoners  in  cold  blood,  and 
to  rid  himfelf  of  the  fick  and  wounded  of  his 
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army,  by  poifoning  ,them  in  their  beds.'  Mon- 
flrous  villainy  ! to  fentence  his  own  fuffering 
and  unoffending  foldiers,  who  had  blindly  fol- 
lowed him  in  his  frantic  expedition  from  France, 
to  the  excruciating  agonies  of  the  moft  cruel 
of  deaths.  We  read  alfo,  upon  the  authority  of 
printed  French  letters,  that  very  lately  his 
brother-in-law,  by  his  orders,  conveyed 
hundreds  of  his  Negro  flaves  on  board  his 
tranfport  fhips,  carried  them  out  to  fea,  and 
there,  by  means  of  falfe  bottoms  contrived  for 
the  horrid  purpofe,  pufhed  them  all  in  a mo- 
ment into  the  Ocean,  the  prey  of  the  flrarks  and 
waves.  Would  he  treat  us  better,  if  he  had 
us  in  his  power,  than  he  has  treated  his  friends 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  in  Egypt,  or  his  own  foldi- 
ers  and  Countrymen  ? No  ; he  is  well  known 
to  have  often  declared,  in  his  filly  intemperance, 
that  he  abhors  and  detefts  us.  When  the 
French  Diredory,  in  1798,  propofed  to  fend 
him  and  his  army  to  Ireland  to  aid  the  rebellion; 

he 
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he  plumply  refufed,  and  fwore  a great  Oath,  that 
the  Irifh  might  go  to  the  Devil  for  him  ; I hope 
we  fhall  never  go  a Devil  like  him,  or  ever  per- 
mit him, to  come  to  us.  He  went  at  that  time, 
as  you  remember,  to  Egypt,  where  Famine,  JPef- 
tilence,  Murder,  and  the  Deaths  of  hundreds  of 
thoufands  of  men,  folio v/ed  his  vifit. 

He  deferted  from  that  army,  and  fled  back  to 
France.  The  enraged  Egyptians  joined  our  army 
the  moment  it  landed,  fell  upon  his  forfaken 
and  dejeded  troops,  and  affifted  in  killing  or  cap- 
turing every  man  of  them,  whom  the  climate 
had  fpared.  Such  was  his  conduct  and  fortune 
in  Egypt. 

Let  us  now  fee  how  this  Bonaparte  has  aded 
towards  other  nations,  to  whom  he  deigned  to 
wear  a fliow  of  kindnefs. 
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He  found  the  Swifs  republic  fomewhac  divided 
In  itfelf — the  Catholic  cantons  were  tranquil  and 
fatisfied  ; fome  of  the  Proteftant  cantons  mur- 
mured againft  a few  of  their  Magiftrates, — Bona- 
parte came  amongft  them,  with  grimaces  and 
fweet  fpeeches,  promifing  them  his  healing  pro- 
tection, and  a new  Conftitution,  more  free  than 
their  own,  which  had  flood  for  centuries — he 
caught  them,  as  the  fpider  catches  the  innocent 
fly. — he  protected  them,  as  the  kite  protects  the 
dove — he  plucked  them,  and  ftripped  them,  and 
plundered  them  of  their  all,  even  of  their  goats- 

He  took  them  in  the  fame  trap,  in  which  he 
has  taken  other  nations  ; and  the  following  is 
the  fimple  contrivance  and  uniform  conftruction 
of  it.  Firft,  a catalogue  of  grievances  ffuch  as 
every  country  under  Heaven  does  and  muft 
furnifh  in  fome  degree,)  is  vamped  up,  by  a few 
fhallow  natives  of  the  country,  who  either  are 
bribed  by  his  agents,  or  have  the  folly  to  flatter 
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themfelves  that  they  fhall  be  Rulers  and  Lords  of 
all,  if  they  afllft  him  in  enflaving  their  Country. 
— then  follows  an  invitation  to  him,  or  to 
France,  to  a6t  the  farce  of  the  Umpire,  as  be* 
ing  great,  glorious  and  powerful. — He  accepts 
the  mediation,  and  both  parties  are  bafe  enough 
to  fubmit  to  his  interference. — He  pretends  to 
call  a general  congrefs  by  proclamation,  for  the 
purpofe  of  choofing  their  own  form  of  govern- 
ment.— This  gratifies  the  rabble,  and  colledfs  all 
the  vulgar  and  conceited  politicians  of  the  coun- 
try  together.  All  is  gratitude  to  the  great  little 
man. — All  is  enthufiafm  for  Liberty  ; and  every 
man  dreams  of  it  in  his  own  way  ; the  flatefmen, 
(that  is,  the  mobs)  debate  and  difcufs  the  fub- 
jed,  in  the  ftreets,  in  the  taverns. — No  fyfiem 
can  pleafe  all,  nor  ever  did. — They  differ,  alter- 
cate, and  form  new  facHons.— -Bonaparte,  prepa- 
red for  this  perplexity,  fends  his  agents  amongfi; 
the  multitltude,  to  divide  and  bewilder  them 
the  more,  while  he  feems  to  take  no  afUve  part 
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himfelf,  nor  to  excrcife  any  Influence  over  them. 
—In  the  mean  time,  a general  uncertainty  pre- 
vails ; the  old  Laws  are  at  a (land,  the  Courts  of 
Jufliceare  flmt,and  men  begin  to  find  the  mifery 
of  being  without  Magiftrates  or  Judges.  Riots 
^ become  frequent,  property  is  pillaged  ; the  flrong 
attack  the  weak  ; all  w’ith  impunity  ; and  bad 
racn  are  encouraged,  by  the  general  confufion,  to 
proceed  from  wicked  actions  to  worfe. — The  in- 
novators flare  at  each  other  with  terror  and  amaze; 
they  aflv  themfelves,  in  tremulous  whifpers, 
where  will  all  this  end  ? — They  are  afhamed  to 
own  their  error,  and  all  are  afraid  to  return  from 
Anarchy  to  their  late  Government,  without  firft 
confulting  with  the  Great  Man  and  the  Great 
Nation. — Iho  Great  Man  receives  the  plaintive 
Deputies  of  the  Congrefs  ; liftens,  with  great 
appearance  of  tendernefs,  to  the  tale  of  their  for- 
rows  ; gets  ail  the  information  he  can  from  them  ; 
tells  them  that  their  cafe  is  very  hard,  that  they 
are  patriotic,  valuable  Citizens,  profound  Legif- 
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lators,  and  that  he  would  be  happy  to  fee  dif* 
tinguifhed  by  Public  polls,  men  fo  capable  of 
working  a new  Conflitution  Ikilfully,  and  of 
preferving  the  relations  of  Amity  and  Frater- 
nity with  the  Great  Nation.  The  Deputies 

retire  from  his  prelence,  wondering  at  his  politi- 
cal fagacity,  and  dazzled  by  the  tawdry  mag- 
nificence that  furrounds  him.  They  receive 

fome  money,  and  more  flattery,  from  the  Conful 
and  his  Agents  ; and,  by  and  by,  they  are 
agreed  in  intreating  him  to  condefeend  to 
frame  a Conflitution  for  their  poor  Country. 
He,  with  much  diffidence,  gratifies  their  de- 
fires,  and  in  due  time  produces,  from  one  of 
his  Pigeon-holes,  a pompous  Proclamation, 
full  of  generofity  and  high  founding  phrafes, 
followed  by  a fkeleton  of  a Conflitution,  ia 
which  much  is  vaguely  promifed,  and  new- 
coined  words  of  undefined  meaning  are  abundant- 
ly fcattered  through,  in  order  to  leave  the  whole 
to  his  own  fubfequent  interpretation.  The  De- 
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ty^  of  cafting  off  their  old  fafhioned  Laws,  and  of 
regenerating  their  Country.  They  return  to  it 
with  this  Conftitution  in  their  pockets,  in  which 
care  has  been  taken  to  nominate  them,  dur- 
ing pleafure,  to  fome  confpicuous  Pofts  of  power. 

They  prefent  it  to  the  Congrefs,  wdio  ac- 
cept it  by  acclamation,  and,  having  thus  ful- 
filled their  Legiflalive  Duties,  their  SefTion 
clofes  with  acls  of  public  thanks  to  the  great 
Conful  and  to  Heaven. 

The  Confular  Proclamation,  in  patriotic  po- 
lyfyllables,  is  promulgated  ; and  all  is  joy  and 
fehivity  again,  until  the  frenzy  of  the  moment 
has  had  time  to  evaporate.  Then,  indeed,  the 
dizzy  lovers  of  Novelty  begin  to  feel,  in 
pradiice,  the  fludied  imperfeclions  of  their 
new  Conlfitution  ^ they  murmur  at  the  grofs 
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injuUice  of  its  provifions ; the  detedl]  the 
incapacity  of  thefe  Rulers  of  their  choice. — ■ 
Difcontent  diffufes  itfelf — Power  is  ridiculed 
and  infalted — and,  at  the  new’s  of  the  firft 
riot,  thefe  public  FuncHonaries,  the  puny 
difciples  of  Sancho  Panca,  tremble  with  dif- 
may,  and  turn  pale  at  the  ebullition  of 
popular  fury.  They  difpatch  couriers  to  Bona- 
parte, bearing  their  invocations  of  his  fpeedy  ' 
proteclion  j they  befeech  him  to  fhield  them 
from  the  confequences  of  their  own  raflinefs, 
and  to  fecond  his  generous  labours  by  the  Bayo- 
nets of  his  Mercenaries.  The  Plot  is  now  ripe — 
he  does  not  refufe  them  : French  legions  are 
poured  in  upon  them,  difperfing  menacing  and 
'reproachful  Proclamations  againft  the  ingrati- 
tude of  the  refractory  Citizens,  and  the  inca- 
pacity of  the  terrified  Rulers  : all  are  treated 
alike,  as  Rebels  and  Enemies.  Every  fpecies 
of  Rapine  and  Outrage  follows ; and  the 
laft  ad  of  this  Farce  of  Deliverance  clofes 
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in  the  dreary  filence  and  fervltude  of  mili- 
tary Defolation. 

Such,  my  Countrymen,  is  the  Freedom  that 
the  French  would  fain  introduce  into  Ireland  ; 
and  fuch  are  the  fcenes  that  they  would  act 
here: — fuch  was  the  experience  of  the  Swifs, 
the  Italians,  and  the  Dutch.  The  Swifs  alone, 
indeed,  floundered  and  ftruggled  awhile  (as  the 
Dutch  will,  perhaps,  fhortly  do)  to  get  loofe  from 
the  fatal  Toils,  into  which  they  had  been  enfnar- 
ed ; they  rofe  rumultuoufly  in  arms — it  was  too 
late  ; their  attempt  was  vain  ; feven  thoufand 
brave  Swifs,  difdaining  the  yoke,  perifiied  in  bat- 
tle, overwhelmed  by  the  numbers  of  their  Op- 
preffors.  Their  Patriots  are  either  chained  down 
in  Dungeons,  or  fcattered  in  Exile  over  the  face 
of  pitying  Europe ; and  their  furviving  Coun- 
trymen are  now  as  abje£l  Slaves  in  Switzer- 
land, as  their  Makers  are  in  France. 
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Bonaparte  found  the  People  of  Italy,  Pied- 
mont, and  Savoy,  happy  and  heedlefs  enough 
alfo,  amongft  their  Singers,  Dancers,  Muficians, 
and  loofe  women.  He  found  the  drow^fy  peo- 
ple of  Holland  contented  and  quiet,  fmoaking 
their  Pipes,  plodding  at  their  Trades,  or  farm- 
ing their  rich  Paftures.  He  came  amongft  all 
thofe  People,  as  in  Switzerland,  under  one 
pretext  or  other,  fleeced  -them  by  military  ex- 
actions, ruined  and  beggared  them  by  forced 
Loans  and  Contributions,  expelled  them  from 
their  Homes,  and  has  rendered  them  vagrant 
and  mournful  Slaves. 

Whofe  Slaves  are  they  ? They  are  the  Slaves 
of  the  moft  creeping  Slaves  that  ever  bowed 
beneath  a yoke,  the  French  themfelves.  They? 
like  their  Matters,  have  no  Parliament,  Con- 
vention, or  Congrefs,  no  free  Juries,  no  fair 
Trials,  no  equal  Laws,  no  Juftice,  no  permif- 
fion  to  enjoy  the  earnings  of  their  Induftry, 
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the  fruits  of  their  Soil,  or  even  the  fad  con- 
folation  of  giving  utterance  to  their  anguilh. 
All  is  laid  wafte  or  plundered — whole  armies 
of  CommilTaries,  Colledors,  and  Tax-gatherers 
have  been  let  loofe  upon  thofe  credulous  people, 
and  have  ground  them  to  powder. 

Next,  my  Countrymen,  a few  words  as  to 
the  National  Charader  of  thofe  French, — lam, 
as  much  as  any  other  Man,  adverfe  to  national 
Prejudices  or  Imputations,  in  general ; but,  as 
it  becomes  ferioufly  interefting  to  us  all  at  this 
moment,  and  as  we  are  invited  by  the  French 
themfelves,  to  form  a true  and  juft  eftimate  of 
their  Character,  I conceive  that  we  ftiall  beft 
do  fo,  by  comparing  and  communicating  amongft 
ourfelves,  each  man  his  own  experience  of 
them,  as  a Nation  or  as  Individuals. 

For  my  part,  I can  fay,  without  regret,  that  I 
have  never  been  in  France ; but  it  has  been  my 
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fortune  to  be  more  or  lefs  acquainted,  at  different 
times,  an^  in  various  places,  with  nearly  a thou- 
fand  Frenchmen  of  all  claffes,  and  probably  thofe  . 
were  of  the  beft  among  them  ; and  I declare  to 
you  folemnly  and  truly,  that  I have  never  known 
ten  of  them  pofTeffed  of  any  fteadinefs,  worth  or  ‘ 
difcretion. — I have  known  about  a thoufand 
other  perfons,  Irifh  and  Englifh,  who  have  re- 
fided,  or  been  educated,  in  France,  and  from  them 
I have  colle^led  fimilar  fentiments  of  the  French.* 
Our  Irifh  Brigade  Officers,  who  were  in  the 
fervice  of  the  French  Monarchy,  corroborate 
this  teflimony  to  the  vices  and  felfiffinefs  of 
the  French  character,  and  to  their  contempt 
and  jealoufy  of  all  Foreigners,  of  which  thofe 
brave  and  faithful  Officers  experienced  many 
mortifying  proofs.  And,  on  the  whole,  the  moft 
charitable  opinion  I can  form  of  them,  from 
every  Inquiry,  is  fuch,  that,  without  being  con- 
feious  of  the  leaft  fpleen  or  malevolence  againft 
any  Individual  Frenchman,  I yet  would  not  trufl 
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to  their  veracity,  or  even  live  in  one  houfe,  of 
travel  a day’s  journey,  with  one  of  them,  if  I 
could  avoid  it.  ' You  have  heard  that  their  Vol- 
taire, whom  I have  already  alluded  to,  drew  a 
portrait  of  his  Countrymen,  high  and  low,  and 
it  was  that  of  “ a half  monkey  and  a half  tiger, 
That  w^as  their  likenefs  40  years  ago,  painted 
by  the  man,  whom  they  admire  as  their  Philofo- 
pher  and  their  Ornament ; and  he  might  have 
added  the  fubtle  ferpent  to  the  horrid  Figure — 
Believe  me,  they  are  not  improved  lince  his 
time. 

In  the  name  of  common  fenfe,  my  Country- 
men, can  any  good  come  to  us  from  fuch  a 
Race  of  fellow's  as  thofe,  or  from  fuch  a Tyrant 
as  they  are  curfed  with  ? Would  they,  or  could 
they,  place  us  in  a better  htuation  than  they 
themfelves  are  in  Would  thofe  hungry  and 
balf-naked  Ruffians  feed  or  clothe  our  Poor  r 
Would  they  give  us  a Farm,  a Potatoe-Garden, 
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a Cow,  a Cafk  of  Butter,  a Pig  or  a Rag  more 
than  we  now  have  ? Can  we  not  fee,  or  can  we 
doubt,  that  they  will  rob  us,  ftarve  and  famifli 
us,  or  rid  themfelves  of  us  by  fome  wicked 
means  or  other,  if  we  fuifer  them  to  come 
amongft  us  ? 

What  defcription  of  men  will  they  felecl  for 
this  Enterprize  of  Invafion  ? All  their  outcafts, 
cutthroats  and  convids  ; the  fweepings  of  their 
Gaols,  Streets,  and  Highways  ; fellows  without 
a Coat  on  their  backs  or  a halfpenny  in  their 
pockets ; fuch  as  (according  to  their  own  Boafts) 
they  fent  into  Italy,  under  Maflena,  and 
Bonaparte  hiinfelf,  came  home  loaded  with 
pillage,  and  Crimes,  and  Execrations. 

Oliver  Cromwell  (of  infamous  Memory) 
brought  over  to  Ireland  a Republican  army  of 
pillaging,  hypocritical,  canting  knaves,  fimilar 
in  manners  to  the  Bands  of  Swadlers,  that  now 
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our  towns — they  were  the  turbulent  fpi- 
rits,  and  the  refufe  of  England,  at  that  time— -who 
could  find  nothing  in  their  owm  Country  good, 
or  fandiiied,  or  licentious  enough  for  them; 
wretches,  whom  no  King  could  rule,  no  God 
“ could  pleafe.”  You  fee  what  mifery  that  army 
caufed  here — their  Taylors,  Tinkers,  Smiths, 
Coblers,  Drummers  and  Trumpeters,  after  the 
flaughter  of  one  hundred  thoufand  perfons,  obtain- 
ed various  Eftates  and  Lands  amongfl:  us,  whilft 
the  native^  Proteftants  who  had  invited  them 
over,  and' the  Catholics,  who  had  no  crime  to 
anfwxr  for,  were  trodden  under  foot  by  their  In- 
vaders, and  fuffered  to  perifh  by  their  inteftine 
feuds,  unpitied  in  their  difgrace,  or  negleded  in 
their  poverty.  Even  juft  fo  will  thefe  French  In- 
vaders trample  upon  and  defpife  us,  if  \ve  do 
not  drive  them  back  into  the  ocean  like  rats,  as 
we  are  well  able  to  do,  if  we  pleafe. 

Are  we  fuch  fimpletons,  after  what  is  paft, 
i<5  to  imagine  that  we  fhould  experience  any 
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partiality  from  them  as  Iriftmuen  or  as  their 
Allies  ; or  that  a French  Quarter-mafter  would 
permit  the  warmed  friend  they  have  amongft 
the  natives  to  occupy  a decent  Houfe  or  even 
a Cabin,  or  to  enjoy  a meal,  whild  the  lowed 
Ruffian  amongd  themfelves,  who  could  gabble 
French,  Ihould  want  a Dwelling  or  a Dinner  ? 
Nay  more,  we  and  our  families  fhould  be  expelled 
from  our  Homes,  in  the  colded  and  mod  in- 
clement feafon,  to  make  room  for  their  Horfes, 
their  Trulls,  their  Dogs  and  their  very  Monkies. 

I 

We  can  fpeak  both  Englidi  and  Irifli,  but  not  a 
man  amongd  the  French  underdands  any  lan- 
guage befides  his  own  jargon. — fhey  will  make 
no  didindion  between  Englidi  and  Irifh,  be- 
tween their  mortal  foes  and  their  extravagant 
admirers — they  will  treat  us  (and  they  treat 
Iriflimen  abroad)  as  Engiidimen  all.  The  Croppy 
will  be  confounded  with  the  Orangeman  ; th^ 
Pried  with  the  Parfon  j the  Condable  with  the 
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Cobler ; the  Informer  with  the  Culprit ; the 
Gaoler  with  the  ConvicI, — They  will  not  un- 
derhand any  of  thofe  diltindions  ; or  they 
will  pretend  not  to 'Underhand  them,  fo  long 
as  we  have  hands  to  labour  for  them,  a Barn 
to  be  pillaged,  a Cow  or  a Pig  or  a Fowl 
to  be  devoured,  a Wife  or  a Daughter  to  be 
ravifhed,  or  a Corner  in  which  they  can  ex- 
pert to  force  from  us,  by  Tortures,  a difclo- 
fure  of  hidden  Gold  or  Silver.  The  blood- 
Ihed,  however,  which  the  fate  of  Battles  may 
occahon,  whether  in  repelling  them,  or  in 
dehroying  one  another,  will  yet  be  trifling  in 
comparifon  with  the  frightful  ravages  and  de- 
population which  we  may  expect  from  the 
pehilence  and  , famine,  confequent  upon  a 
Civil  War,  and  of  which  the  French  will  not 
fail  to  leave  us  in  the  full  enjoyment,  as  foon 
as  they  fliall  have  fucceeded  in  their  objects 
of  Ravage  and  Deflruction. 
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Now,  my  Countrymen,  let  us,  without'  preju- 
dice, compare  this  characler  with  that  of  the 
Englifh  Militia  and  Regulars,  who  were  in  this 
country  three  or  four  years  ago.  Did  they  in- 
jure the  properties,  outrage  tlie  perfons,  or,  of- 
fend the  feelings  of  the  humbled  Individual 
of  us,  even  in  the  moft  obfeure  corner  of  our 
Ifland  ? Did  they  feize  upon  any  man’s  Sub- 
dance,  take  his  goods  without  payment,  or 
leave  a dngle  Debt  undifeharged  here  ? Did 
they  not  rather,  generoufly  and  fuccefsfully, 
interfere  frequently  in  demn  ing  the  animo- 
dties  of  the  ruling  Party,  in  repreding  the 
Fury  and  Bigotry  of  our  own  Countrymen, 
and  in  proteding  the  weak  and  unarmed 
Natives,  wherever  they  had  an  opportunity  ? 
Need  I name  to  you.  Generals  'Moore, 
Grofe,  Hunter,  Meyrick,  Payne,  and  the  Ear! 
of  Dorcheder  ? Need  I name  our  prefent  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  Fox?  Thefe  are  our  pre- 
fent Friends,  and  fhail  we  exchange  them  for 
Frenchmen  ? 
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I hope  i have  latisfied  your  Judgments,  that 
the  French  are  not  the  Men,  whom  we  fhould 
take  to  our  bofoms ; that  they  are  neither  to 
be  feared  nor  loved  by  us,  nor  to  be  thought  of 
otherwise  than  with  Contempt  and  Abhorrence. 
Depend  upon  it,  fuch  Wretches  can  poflefs 
no  true  valour,  nor  can  they  harm  us,  if  we 
are  but  true  to  ourfelves  and  to  Ireland. — 
They  come,  with  foul  Confciences,  deeply  deep? 
ed  in  Guilt,  and  ftained  by  Crimes  ; they  come, 
only  to  rob,  to  disfigure,  and  to  defolate  our 
fair  and  fertile  Land.  They  are  not  animated 
by  the  flame  of  Liberty,  by  the  love  of  true 
Glory,  or  by  honefl:  or  exalted  Views.  We  are 
animated  by  thofe  Incentives,  and  by  thofe 
high  feelings  which  kindle  in  the  Bofoms  of 
a brave  and  unbending  People,  ftanding  forth 
in  the  Defence  of  all  that  is  dear  to  them. 
We  cherifli  the  holy  Enthufialm  of  true  Free- 
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dom,  of  Patriotifm,  and  of  a jealous  Honour. 
We  will  march  forth,  at  the  call  of  our  King 
and  our  Country,  to  maintain  thofe  ineftima- 
ble  pofleflions ; we  will  fall  upon  the  Invaders 
with  our  native  impetuofity,  and  they  fhall 
run  like  Hares,  or  fall  like  Sheep,  before  our 
intrepid  Warriors. 

I come  now,  my  Countrymen,  to  a painful 
Topic,  which  you  will  exped  me  not  to  decline, 
although  I would  fain  pafs  it  in  filence ; our 
Redemption  from  our  prefent  political  depre- 
dation in  our  Country  is  that  Topic  ; and  it 
conftantly  affociates  itfelf  in  the  minds  of  fome 
of  us  with  French  Invafion  and  Revolution. 
We  are,'  indeed,  in  a fore  and  difeafed  ftate 
of  health,  and  gladly  would  I avert  my  eyes 
from  thofe  bleeding  wounds  and  gafhes,  to 
which  medical  Plaifters  and  Salves  ought  to 
have  been  long  fince  applied  by  a lenient  hand. 
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The  aclive  parts  of  that  Degradation  are  fo 
niarfhalled  as  to  bear  moft  heavily  and  di- 
recUy  at  prefent  upon  the  middling  and  higher 
ClalTes  of  our  Perfuafion,  and  I feel  rny  full 
{hare  of  them  as  feverely  as  any  of  you. — 
But  they"  bear,  indireflly,  upon  us  ail ; and 
the  acrimonious  irritation  of  Temper,  which 
they  preferve  and  cherilh  to  our  annoyance 
in  Civil  Society,  is  far  more  opprefllve  than 
their  political  operation. 

But,  if  a Family  Phyhcian  is  tardy  in  his 
attendance,  if,  whether  through  Dullnefs,  or 
from  the  cold  fpirit  of  Experiment,  he  has 
withheld  the  cordial  Draught  from  the  parch- 
ed Lips  of  his  Patient,  until  Third:  has  mount- 
ed to  Fever,  and  Fever  threatens  Frenzy ; is 
it  yet  prudent  to  accelerate  the  fick  Man's 
diffolution  by  calling  in  a Foreign  Charlatan, 
to  bleed  him  to  Death,  or  poifon  him  with 
Noflrums,  which  fatal  Experience  has  con- 
demned ? 


Is 


is  our  State  of  Life  fo  galling  and  griev» 
ous  as  to  leave  us  no  alternative  but  French 
Tyranny  ? What  is  there  in  it  to  hope  for  the 
future?  Every  thing.  What  is  there  to  fear? 
Little  or  nothing. 

Some  of  you  will  fay,  that  a certain  Fac- 
tion (a  handful  of  buftling  Bigots;  cannot  longer 
be  endured,  and  force  you,  by  their  infults  and 
outrages,  to  favour  thofe  Foreigners  ; that  they 
terrify  you  by  their  myllerious  Meetings,  by 
their  fecret  Confultations,  by  the  memory  of 
the  Maffacres  in  Armagh,  Wexford,  and  Wick- 
low ; that  you  are  harralTed  by  rumours  of 
of  intended  Alfallinations  ; that  you  cannot 
enjoy  fecurity  in  your  Homes,  or  repofe  in  your 
Beds,  and  that  Defpair  drives  you  into  Rebellion 
for  fhelter.  I fay  to  you,  that  this  Faction,  dif- 
loyal  as  they  may  be  to  their  King,  and  terrible 
as  they  might  be  to,  their  Country  if  they  had 
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Power,  are  yet  Angels  of  Mercy  and  Kindhefs, 
in  comparifon  with  French  Tyrants. 

Some  of  you  will  tell  me,  that  you  fuffered 
much  of  Injuflice,  Indignities  and  Calumny, 
fome  years  ago,  from  Men  of  fhort-lived  Power  ? 
I admit  the  fadf,  and  I hope  I have  too  free  and 
too  true  a Spirit  not  to  have  keenly  felt  and 
fympathized  with  thofe  Sufferings.  There  is  no 
true  Wifdom  in  gloffing  over  our  fituation  by 
Sophifms  or  miftatements  of  Facts,  or  in  fmoth'er- 
ing  our  honeft  and  natural  fentiments  at  a mo- 
ment like  the  prefent,  that  requires  plain  Dealing 
alone.  There  is  no  good  fenfe  in  extenuating 
the  Vices  or  Errors  of  our  former  Rulers  ; 
nor  is  there  any  necefiity  for  doing  fo,  in  or- 
der to  engage  us  in  co-operating  v.dth  the 
prefent  in  our  own  Defence. 
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Would  to  God  the  effecls  of  thofe  vices 
and  errors  could  be  expunged  for  ever  from  the 
annals  of  this  Country  ! But,  fince  they  muft 
fubliri:  for  public  (hame,  let  them  fubfift  for  pub- 
lic inftrucHon  alfo.  It  befits  our  candour,  and 
it  may  promote  the  public  good,  to  make  known* 
to  his  Majefly’s  Minifters  and  to  define  to  our 
Legiflators,  what  are  the  feelings  and  the  wants  of 
upwards  of  three  millions  of  fubjecls,  whom  it  is 
their  duty  to  govern  with  fkill,  and  to  Legiflate  for 
with  wifdom.  And  I have  long  been  of  opinion, 
that  as  we  are  not  reprefented  in  either  Houfe 
of  Parliament  by  thofe  of  our  own  body, 
who  might  fpeak  our  true  fentiments,  as  other 
Men,  unauthorized  by,  and  hofliie  or  ftrangers 
to  us,  .have  frequently  mifled  the  public  mind 
by  uttering  fentiments  and  wifhes  as  ours, 
which  we  difclaim  and  deteft,  as  wc  are 
prohibited  by  the  Law  of  the  Land  from 
choofing  any  Perfons  to  watch  over  our  In- 
terefts,  and  fue  for  the  Repeal  of  thofe  Laws 
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which  affecl  our  Body,  as  AddrefTes  and  Peti- 
tions are  but  very  fallible  organs  of  our  fen- 
timents,  and  liable  to  much  buftle  and  incon- 
venience, I have  been  of  opinion,  I fay,  that 
the  occaiional  Publications  of  loyal  and  inde- 
pendent Catholics  might  be  found  amongft  the 
lead  exceptionable  channels  of  communication 
between  our  Rulers  and  our  Body.  In  the 
following  free  Review,  therefore,  you  will  re- 
ceive a pledge  of  my  fidelity  and  attachment 
to  your  true  Interefts ; and  our  Rulers  will 
find  fome  ufeful  matter,  which  they  may  turn 
to  the  common  Advantage, 

I acknowledge  to  you  frankly,  and  I know  that 
you  all  agree  with  me,  that,  when  his  Majefty’s 
miniflers  in  1795,  abruptly  recalled  Lord  Fitz- 
Wllliam  from  the  Government  of  this  Ifland, 
when  they  violated  their  faith  with  the  Irifli  peo- 
ple after  having  poffefied  themfelves  of  the  Irifh 
piirfe,  when  they  caufed  a peal  of  indignant  com- 
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plaint  to  ring  from  Derry  to  Dingle  and  from 
Weftport  to  Wexford,  when  they  deputed  Lord 
Camden,  without  adequate  experience  or  capaci- 
ty (as  the  event  proved^  to  fill  the  vacant  and  pe- 
rilous poft  of  power,  they  lifiened  to  evil  counfel, 
and  aded  without  much  of  good  fyftem  or  of 
goodjfenfe.  Neither  could  I have  rejoiced  in  fee- 
ing my  Country  delivered  over,  through  the 
fame  evil  counfel,  to  a few  intemperate  Perfons, 
who  undertook  to  rule  Five  Millions  of  Men 
with  a rod  of  Iron,  Thofe  perfons  have,  in  my 
firm  judgment,  nurfed  the  Feuds  and  fwelled 
the  diftradions,  that  difgrace  this  Ifle  : but,  as 
more  than  a year  has  palTed  away  fince  the  fore- 
mofl  of  them  has  been  arrefted  by  the  hand  of 
^ Providence  in  his  career  in  this  world,  and  as  the 
others,  and  thofe  of  their  School,  are  either  un- 
employed or  unnoticed  by  our  prefent  excel- 
lent Rulers,  I lhall  not  now  enlarge  upon  the 
incapacity  or  the  demerits  of  the  departed  or  of 
the  fallen. 
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Our  difcontents  had,  however,  nearly  fubfided, 
when,  about  Chriflmas  1796,  Hoche  and  his  Ban- 
ditti appeared  at  Bantry-Bay.  At  the  found  of 
Invafion,  the  generous  fpirit  of  native  Loyalty 
hlled  the  hearts  of  all  Men,  and  returning  kind- 
nefs  feemed  to  have  extinguiflied  all  bitter  recol- 
lections. All  wounds  were  healed : all  griev- 
ances conligned  to  oblivion.  We  came  forward 
to  fhake  hands  with  our  fellow-fubjecls  : 
we  tendered  our  lives  and  fortunes  to  pro- 
tect thofe  'of  even  the  moft  prejudiced  amongft 
them — It  was  not  a moment  for  them  to 
helitate  in  accepting  our  aid  towards  maintain- 
ing their  Eftablifhments  and  our  own  quiet — 
They  looked  around,  and  faw  the  paucity  of  their 
numbers,  fcarcely  exceeding  the  neceflary  com- 
plement for  garrifoning  a few  of  our  towns ; that 
they  could  not  produce  the  Legions  required  for 
traverfing  the  morafs,  for  climbing  the  mountain, 
for  lining  the  coafts  j that  they  fcarcely  exifted,  or 
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were  to  be  heard  of,  in  many  of  our  diftricls.  To 
venture  alone  upon  the  talk  of  repelling  Inva- 
fion,  would  be  as  if  our  Drummers  and  Fifers 
were  to  charge  upon  the  battalions  of  France, 
whilft  our  Rank  and  file  lay  in  their  tents.  They 
embraced  us  cordially  and  heartily.  I faw  the 
Peafant  and  the  Peer,  the  Parfon,  the  Proclor, 
and  the  Farmer,  all  mingling  together  in  the 
ranks,  and  breathing  one  common  refolution, 
that  of  repelling  the  Invader.  All  lent  or  ten- 
dered their  horfes  and  their  cars  to  draw  the  am- 
munition, the  artillery,  and  the  baggage  of  our 
Armv.  Who  does  not  remember,  that  the 
pooreft  amongfl  us,  in  that  rigorous  feafon,  gave 
their  ^beds,  their  potatoes,  their  butter,  the  milk 
of  their  cows,  their  all,  for  the  refrefhment  and 
fupport  of  our  marching  Troops.  They  carried 
the  firelocks  and  the  knapfacks  of  our  fatigued 
foldiers  \ they  cheered  them  with  fongs  and  fmil- 
ing  welcome,  and  their  mirthful  alacrity  prefag- 
ed,  and  truly,  the  fpeedy  difeomfiture  of  Inva- 
fion. 
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Thofe  generous  Peafarxts  were  offered  money 
as  the  reward  of  their  fervices  and  their  facri- 
/ fices  ; but  they  fpurned  money ; their  noble  fouls 
difdained  compenfation,  and  thus  did  they  refute 
the  invecfives  and  remove  the  fufpicions  call  upon 
them — they  proved  themfelves  to  be  truly  loyal^ 
according  to  the  Poet’s  juft  definition, 

■ ■ ' “ Loyalty  is  (till  the  same, 

“ Whether  it  win  or  lose  the  game  ; 

“ True  as  the  Dial  to  the  Sun, 

“ Ahho*  it  be  not  Jhlned  upon.^* 


What  rewards  did  we  look' for  ? not  Money, 
but  Juftice — not  gold  or  power  or  praife,  but, 
finiply,  the  removal  of  unmerited  difhonour. — 
We  expected,  and  with  reafon,  that  his  Majefty’s 
Minifters  would  have  unyoked  us  from  the  code 
of  Intolerance,  would  have  broken  down  the  ig- 
nominious barrier  that  feparates  us  from  our  fel- 
iow-fubjecls,  and  wholly  obliterated  from  the  Sta- 
tute-book the  nickname  of  Papift,  with  its  fullen 
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train  of  difabilities,  forfeitures,  penalties  and  in* 
capacities. 

That  was  a fit  time  for  them  to  have  abolifhed, 
with  dignity  and  perfect  fafety,  that  remnant  of 
civil  diftindions  on  the  fcore  of  religion,  which 
have  been  permitted,  during  an  additional  period 
of  ten  years,  without  necefiity  or  provocation,  at 
fo  heavy  an  expence  and  rifk  to  the  empire,  and 
fo  much  coil  to  humanity,  to  prolong  their  goad* 
ing  exiftence ; that  was  a time  to  have  effaced  the 
ftigma,  which,  however  lightly  others  may  affect' 
to  think  of  it,  is  yet  galling  enough  to  free  and 
loyal  hearts,  unconfcious  of  crime  and  above  im= 
putation. 

They  did  not  feize  that  golden  opportunity, 
and  I am  heartily  forry  for  it ; they  liftened  I 
fear,  to  thofe  meddling  Men  already  alluded 
to,  who  again  ftepped  in,  as  if  bribed  by  the  ene- 
mies of. our  gracious  Sovereign,  to  preferve  mate- 
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rials  In  this  country  for  French  Intrigues  to  work 
upon. 

We  all  lament  this  foul  play  and  its  difaftrous 
confequences.  French  Agents  and  Emiflaries 
found,  in  the  unthinking  and  inflamed  part  of 
Us,  too  many  fit  and  ready  inftruments  of  their 
policy  ; they  worked  up  thefe  combuflible  mate- 
rials, which  had  been  ftubbornly  left  An  their 
way  j they  wielded  againft  the  throne  three  for- 
midable weapons,  popular  chagrin,  the  outrages 
of  pretended  Loyalift  zealots,  and  the  irritating 
mode  of  levying  the  annual  Tythes. 

If  any  loyal  and  reafonable  man  doubts,  that 
conciliatory  meafures  would  have  diffufed 
Loyalty,  and  fortified  our  Ifland,  as  it  were, 
with  an  adamantine  bulwark,  let  him  confult  the 
Hiflory  of  the  United  Irifhmen,  as  difclofed  by 
their  Directory  to  the  Secret  Committees  of  Par- 
liament, and  he  wfill  find  it  to  have  been  their 
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determination,  (to  ufe  their  own  words)  had  the 
differences  between  the  Government  and  the 
People  been  adjufted,  to  inform  the  French  Di- 
rectory, that  they  muft  abandon  all  thoughts  of 
invading  us,  and  no  longer  look  for  fupport  in 
Ireland.  No  man  will  imagine  that,  after  fuch 
an  intimation,  the  French  would  have  dared  to 
perfift  in  their  projed. 

I do  not  wifh  to  be  the  Annalift  of  the  Rebel- 
lion that  followed,  or  of  the  calamities  and  tor- 
rents of  blood  that  flowed  upon  our  Country 
from  the  folly  and  fury  of  parties,  matured  by 
French  artifice — I fhall  pafs,  rapidly,  over  the 
horrid  fcenes  that  were  afterwards  aded. — Fifty 
thoufand  perfons,  of  all  parties,  perifhed — fangui- 
nary  and  unrefleding  men  both  the  Loyal  and  the 
Rebel,  outraged  the  properties  and  the  perfons  of 
the  innocent  and  guilty,  almoft  indifcriminately ; 
thofe,  of  the  fuflerers,  who  were  guilty,  retaliat- 
ed with  cruel  feverity.  Of  thofe  who  were  inno- 
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cent,  fome  fled  to  the  Laws  of  the  land  for  re- 
drefs,  but  the  doors  of  juftice  were  clofed,  and 
they  were  repulLd  by  Bills  of  Indemnity.  Others 
obtained  compenfation  from  the  fame  Legiflature 
that  enacled  thofe  Bills. 

I grant  all  thofe  things — I condemn  the  errors 
that  led  to  them,  nor  do  I vindicate  the  Rulers  of 
that  day  or  their  meafures.  But,  thank  Heaven, 
that  dark  epoch  of,  our  Hiftory  is  gone  by — The 
black  ftorm  of  civil  war  have  been  weathered 
through,  and  we  now  enjoy  the  Sunlhine  of 
Juftice  and  moderation. 

If  we  are  to  be  of  any  party,  let  it  be  the  party 
of  Moderation. — Let  us  not  acl,  like  the  froward 
Child,  who  beats  his  head  againft  the  wall  to  fret 
his  fond  Mother. — Let  us  not,  from  a bafe  and 
vindidlivc  impulfe,  draw  dowm  ruin  and  difgrace 
upon  our  country— the  country  of  our  forefathers 
and  where  our  Children  fhall  yet  be  cheerful  and 
happy.  We  area  warm-hearted, fanguine People  ; 
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lovers  of  generofity  and  juftice ; gifted  with 
ftrong  Talents  and  Paffions;  we  know  how  to  re- 
fent,  but  we  know  alfo  how  to  forgive. 

We  muft  reflect,  that  the  actual  Firfl  Magif- 
trate  in  every  Country  is,  like  the  Mafler  of  a 
Family  or  the  Proprietor  of  an  Eftate,  liable  to 
many  miftakes  and  abufes  in  the  management  of 
his  affairs  ; to  fits  of  anger  and  caprice  and  pre- 
judice, like  the  reft  of  us ; that  he  may  naturally 
be  at  times  obfiinate,  ill-humoured,  improvident, 
or  even  infatuated  upon  fome  particular  fubje<5ts  ; 
that,  in  proportion  as  his  Family  is  numerous 
or  his  Eftates  extenfive,  his  cares  are  heavy,  his 
views*  indiftindt,  his  information  inaccurate,  and 
depending  much,  perhaps,  upon  worthlefs  Stew- 
ards, whom  he  may  not  detect,  until  much  mif- 
chief  has  been  occafioned  by  them. — If  he  ex- 
ercifes  a general  fuperintendance  over  the  whole 
with  integrity,  if  he  encourages  Induftry,  caufes 
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the  Laws  to  be  refpefled,  checks  oppreflion  and 
preferves  order,  with  as  much  of  talent  and  fkill 
as  the  ordinary  extent  of  human  faculties  ad- 
mits  of  ; can  we  exped  more,  or  fhall  we  re- 
nounce his  paternal  care,  and  fly  to  a foreign 
and  Savage  Mafter  for  improvement  ? 

Let  us  confider,  with  our  admirable  Coun- 
tryman, 

Why  fhould  we  ftray  from  Pleafure  and  Repofe, 

To  feek  a Good  each  Government  bellows  ? 

How  fmall,  of  all  that  human  hearts  endure, 

That  part,  which  Laws  or  Kings  can  caufe  or  cure  r 
Still  to  ourfelves,  in  every  place  confignM, 

Our  own  Felicity  we  rnake  or  find. 

A new,  and  a happier  Day  dawns  upon  us, 
The  Rulers  of  our  Empire  will  tranquillize  and 
conciliate  their  fairhful  people  ; and  well  am  1 
aflured  that  your  generous  natures  can  eafily 
be  won  by  kindnefs  and  confidence.  It  is 
morally  impofllble,  that  they  will  prolong  the 

crippled 


^‘5 

crippled  and  heclic  ftate  of  this  populous  ifland, 
rather  than  reftore  it  to  its  Symmetry,  and  brace 
its  frame  by  a few  fimple  Tonics,  which  would 
render  it  not  merely  impregnable  to  attack,  but 
vigorous  in  affailing  and  chaftifing  the  common 
Foe. 

It  is  riot  to  be  imagined,  that  a quibbling 
Crotchet  in  an  Oath,  will  circumfcribe  the 
jufUce  of  the  beneficent  Father  of  his  People, 
in  defpite  of  the  reafonings  of  a Butler  and  a 
Newenham  ; — that  the  barkings  of  a Duige- 
nan  will  long  outweigh  the  warnings  of  a 
provident  Pitt ; — that  the  fables  of  a Muf- 
grave  will  overbalance  the  teftimony  and  ex- 
perience of  a Cornwallis  and  a Caftlereagh ; 
— that  the  virulence  of  a Reynell  will  overbear 
the  authority  of  thofe  great  names,  Mansfield, 
and  Thurlow,  and  Burke.  In  a word,  that  the 
howl  of  Afcendancy  will  drowm  the  calm  voice 
of  Reafon  and  true  Religion. 
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You  lee  that  the  Faction,  whom  you  dread, 
have  changed  fides,  and  are  become  the  moft 
difcontented  party  in  the  country ; that  they 
are  become  the  moft  clamorous  againft  Britifli 
Ccnncclion,  becaufe  it  has  clipped  their  mono- 
poly ; that  they  arc  dncenfed  by  the  late  Union, 
which  has  demoliftied  (not  our'  Parliament,  for 
we  had  no  lhare  in  it,  but)  their  Club-houfe. 

— they  refemble  now 

Their  Sin,  and  place  of  Doom,  obfcure  and  foul. 

You  fee  that  it  is  the  Intereft  and  the  Prin- 
ciple of  the  prefent  Government,  who  efpoufe 
no  party,  to  treat  all  with  Impartiality  and 
Juftice  ; that,  if  you  continue  cordially  to  fup- 
port  them,  they,  in  return,  will  continue  to  pro- 
tecl  you,  and  reward  you  with  their  efteem  and 
confidence.  They  may  be  diftant,  or  coy, 

They  would  be  woo’d,  and  not  unfought  be  won. 
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But  let  not  a People  negle<flt  heir  true  interefts  ; 
let  them  adhere  to  Loyalty,  Moderation  and 
Calmnefs,  and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  by  any 
thinking  mind,  that  the  public  affairs  of  this 
country  are  in  a train  that  muft,  ere  long,  if 
not  deranged  by  violence,  lead  to  univerfal  Con- 
tent and  permanent  Security. 

When  I affirm  to  you,  that  a Change  of 
Meafures  and  of  Men  has  taken  place,  I feel 
that  it  may  be  right  to  adduce  inftances  of  this 
change,  for  the  general  fatisfadion  and  infor- 
mation of  you  all — and  the  hope  alone  of  pre- 
venting your  being  mifled  upon  thofe  fubjedts, 
and  of  demonftrating  to  you  that  you  ought 
zealoufly  to  fupport  both  thofe  Men  and  their 
Meafures,  induces  me  to  venture  upon  the  deli- 
cate and  embarraffing  talk,  of  naming  and  cha- 
ra£lerizing  fome  Men  in  power,  whom  none  can 
name  without  commendation. 
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In  the  firfl:  place,  we  now  fee,  in  the  high 
poll  that  Lord  Camden  held  with  unfteady 
hands,  the  good,  the  firm,  and  the  upright  Lord 
Hardwicke,  learned  himfelf,  and  defeended  from 
the  Luminaries  of  the  Law  of  his  country. — 
I fpeak  only  the  public  voice  in  telling  you, 
that  under  his  Adminiftration,  as  under  that  of 
his  immediate  predeceflbr  Lord  Cornwallis,  per- 
fecution  is  powerlefs,  violent  and  overbearing 
men  are  checked,  the  applications  and  com- 
plaints of  the  Subject  are  hearkened  to,  our 
Traders  and  Manufadurers  are  confulted  and 
refpeded,  and  public  affairs  are  tranfaded  with 
ability,  difpatch  and  good  faith.  You  are  not 
harraffed  by  wanton  and  expenfive  State  profecu- 
tions  5 you  are  not  goaded  by  infolent  fpeeches ; 
you  are  not  frightened  from  your  houfes  by 
tortures,  houfeburnings  or  other  outrages  upon 
your  perfons  * or  properties.  Within  this  laft 
month  I have  been  informed,  upon  the  autho- 
rity 


rity  of  my  venerable  and  rhoft  learned  friend 
Doctor  Lanigan,  our  Bifliop  of  Oflbry,  that  in 
his  Diftrict  general  dire<flions  have  been  re- 
ceived from  the  Lord  Lieutenant  by  the  Go- 
vernors and  Deputy  Governors  of  the  County, 
enjoining  them  to  quell  religious  feuds,  to  pro- 
hibit factious  fymbols  and  badges,  and  to  pro- 
te^,  impartially,  the  properties  and  perfons  of 
the  loweft  amongft  us  from  the  violence  of 
thofe  blinded  men,  who  abufe  the  pretence  of 
loyalty  in  trampling  upon  the  laws.  Similar 
directions,  I find,  have  been  received  in  other 
diftrids,  and  perhaps  in  all.  Now  "it  may  be 
said,  that  some  Magiftiates  may  disobey,  or 
remifsly  execute,  those  orders ; it  may  be  fo ; 
but  molt  of  them  will  gladly  obey  and  en- 
force them  ; many  are  happy  in  this  high 
Sanftion  for  abolifliing  the  petty  Tyranny,  which 
eludes  or  defies  the  arm  of  tardy  Juftice — all 
will,  in  time.,  feel  the  Wifdom  and  neceflity  of 
thofe  Orders. 
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They  will  the  more  readily  do  fo,  when 
they  catch  the  Tone  of  Authority  ; when  they 
fee  that  Faction  is  out  of  Fafhion,  and 
contemplate  the  wholefome  example  fet  be- 
fore them  by  the  firfl  Man  in  the  Country, 
That  example  mud  have  weight  amongft  all 
Claffes  of  Men  in  Power,  down  to  the  Parilh 
Confbable  and  the  Policeman.  The  humane 
feelings,  and  the  juft  notions  concerning  this 
Country,  which  dictated  his  peremptory  refu- 
ful  to  confign  one  of  our  moft  fertile  and 
opulent  Counties  to  the  rigours  of  Martial 
Law,  at  the  importunity  of  timid  Men,  and 
contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  an  A<ft  of  Parliament, 
merit  our  fteady  Affection,  and  put  to  the 
blufti  the  conduct  of  fome  of  our  own  Nobi- 
lity, even  of  that  County.  You  have  feen 
that  his  principles  have  not  been  fhaken  by 
the  recent  Outrages  in  our  Metropolis,  which, 
how’ever  aggravated  by  the  horrors  of  Affaffi- 
nation,  were  yet  not  formidable  in  their  con- 
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trivance  or  extent.  His  cool  difcernment  taught 
him  to  diflinguifh  between  the  defperation  of 
three  or  four  hundred  RufEans,  and  the  mo- 
tions of  a whole  People. — He  perceived,  amidft 
the  confternation  of  public  Rumour,  that  the 
number  of  thofe  Perfons,  who  in  the  hours  of 
Intoxication  raifed  their  arms  againft  the  G0“ 
vernment  of  their  Sovereign,  did  not  exceed 
that  of  the  rioters  at  a Country-fair.  His  mo* 
deration  and  his  wifdom,  in  the  moment  of 
public  confternation,  didated  thofe  orders^  by 
which  the  ftrideft  Difcipline  is  exacted  from 
the  Regulars,  the  Militia,  and  the  Yeomanry 
Corps ; the  property  and  perfons  of  Indi- 
viduals  are  fecured  againft  Plunder  and  Out- 
rage,  and  every  effort  is  enjoined  for  the 
prevention  of  unneceffary  ads  of  Violence  and 
Severity,  beyond  the  faithful  difcharge  of  indif- 
penfible  Duty.*'  Even  in  the  detedion  of 
Crimes,  you  perceive  him  recurring  to  the  Ancient 
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and  Conftitutional  ufage  of  reclaiming  the  de- 
luded and  rewarding  the  Repentant,  rather  than 
to  the  abfurd  tyranny  of  Torture.  Every  trait  of 
this  good  Man’s  Character  proves,  that  he  is  not 
lefs  kind  and  interefted  in  our  Welfare,  not 
le£s  attached  to  Peace  and  Lenity,  not  lefs  in- 
difpofed  to  a factious  Domination,  than  the 
amiable  Cornwallis,  whom  he  has  fucceeded. 

In  thofe  views  and  meafures  he  is  powerfully 
feconded  by  the  mild,  liberal,  and  enlightened 
Lord  Redefdale,  the  benefactor  and  patron  of 
the  Englidi  Catholics,  the  fucceflbr  of  the  un- 
popular Lord  Clare — the  patient  corredor  of 
the  miftakes  of  his  predecefTors,  and  the  faga- 
cious  purifier  of  our  Laws  from  that  confufion 
of  Doctrine  and  Practice  into  which  political 
frenzy  and  diftradions  had  plunged  them. — 
Do  we  not  fee,  at  the  head  of.  our  Army,  the 
brother  of  our  conftant  advocate,  Charles  Fox, 
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the  fucceffor  of  General  Lake,  the  friend  and 
Commander  of  the  Catholic  lilanders  of  Mi- 
norca, during  feveral  years  ? — What  was  their 
experience  of  his  power  ? Mutual  confidence 
reigned  between  the  'General  and  the  people  of 
Minorca;  the  ftrongefl;  reciprocal  attachment 
was  formed  and  confirmed  between  them.  The 
mildnefs  and  good  fenfe  of  his  conduct  efta- 
bliflied  their  tranquillity  and  happinefs,  and  fe- 
cured  their  partiality  to  thefe  Iflands  and  their 
Government  ; and  his  departure  was  accompa- 
nied by  the  regret,  and  followed  by  the 
praifes  and  bleflings,  of  all  the  Inhabitants.  Can 
we  imagine  for  a moment,  that  fuch  a man 
brings  with  him  any  Prejudices  againfi:  a peo- 
ple of  our  Perfuafion,  or  is  void  of  thofe  liberal 
qualities  which  can  preferve  a perfectly  good 
underftanding  between  a General  and  a People, 
be  their  Religion  what  it  may  ? Has  not  our 
confiant  friend,  Lord  Donoughmore,  been  pla- 
ced at  the  head  of  our  Revenue,  and  do'  we 
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not  fee  many  changes  of  the  fame  promife  in 
the  other  public  Pods  ? 

I may  have  appeared  to  digrefs,  in  fpeaking 
of  the  charaders  of  thofe  public  Men.  But’ 
allow  me  to  fay  (in  the  language  of  Edmond 
Burke)  that  the  characters  of  fuch  Men  are 
‘‘  of  much  importance  in  the  Hiftory  of  inteftine 
Commotions.  Great  men  are  the  Guide — 
“ Polls  and  Landmarks  in  the  State.  The  cre- 
dit  of  fuch  men  with  their  King,  or  in  the 
Nation^  is  the  foie  caufe  of  all  public  mea- 
fures. 

I have  now,  with  the  view  of  refcuing  you  from 
poflible  error  and  of  pointing  out  the  road  of  your 
fafety,  performed  a talk  not  a little  painful  to  my 
feelings  ; for,  however  it  may  be  gratifying  to 
render  to  great  merit  a fmall  tribute,  yet  it  is 
highly  unpleafant  to  hazard  the  imputation  of 
having  praifed  public  Men,  merely  becaufe  they 
happen  to  be  in  Power.  My  heart  difowns  the 
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motive  : and,  for  the  reft,  [ confide,  for  my  pro- 
tection, in  my  paft  condud,  in  rny  character 
among -you,  and  my  Independent  ilation  in  life. 
Having  fhewn  to  you,  my  Countrymen,  what 
you  have  to  hope  from  the  beneficent  views  of 
our  prefent  Rulers,  let  me  warn  you  againft  the 
dangers  which  you  have  to  dread  from  other 
Quarters  ; and,  principally,  from  domeftic  Diffen- 
tions. 

A very  fmall  Faction  of  our  Countrymen,  com- 
pofed  as  all  Factions  are)  of  fome  Knaves  and 
more  Fools,  have  thought  proper  to  alTociate  to- 
gether for  the  purpofe  of  circumfcribing  the  At- 
tributes of  Loyalty,  and  the  numbers  of  the  loyal* 
In  the  reign  of  violence,  in  the  abfence  of  rea- 
fon  and  moderation  from  this  Land,  they  obtain- 
ed, from  the  fhort-fighted  terrors  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  that  day,  a fort  of  connivance  or  neu- 
trality, whilft  they  hoifted  amongft  us  their  Ban- 
ner, to  which  they  invited  and  (by  the  tempta- 
L tion^ 
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tions  of  Sedition)  allured  the  Rabble  of  one 
Party  to  repair,  whilft  they  forbade  the  other, 
containing  four-fifths  of  the  Population  and  here- 
ditary Loyalty  of  the  Country,  to  appproach  it, 

I fhall  Hand  acquitted  of  intentional  offence  or 
difrespecl’ towards  any  perfon,  when  I declare,  as 
the  truth  is,  that  I am  not,  (knowingly)  acquaint- 
ed with  an  individual  Member  of  that  Aflbcia- 
tion  ; nor  would  I be  underftood  to  confound 
the  main  Springs  with  the  Outer  Wheels,  the 
Miflionaries  wdth  the  Fraternity  at  large,  or  the 
recruiting  Serjeants  with  thofe  who  have  been 
Only  drilled  to  the  fir  ft  Teft,~that  plagiarifm  of 
an  impious  Motto,  which  negatives  one  clafs  of 
Chriftians,  whilft  it  adopts  Mahometanifm  and 
even  Atheifm.  But  I learn,  upon  the  authority  of 
the  moft  refpecfablc  men  of  all  perfuafions,  that 
they  profefs  the  eftabliflied  Religion,  as  being  the 
wealthieft  and  the  ftrongeft,  without  poffeffing 
much  of-its  mild  and  tolerant  fpirit,  or  feeling 
any  real  attachment  to  it,  as  a Bulwark  of  Chrif- 
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tianity.  I underftand  that  they  are,  generally, 
men  of  obfcure  origin,  doubtful  ox  defperate 
means,  narrow  intellecls,  no  learning,  without 
amenity  in  their  manners,  or  fweetneis  in  their 
temper.  Not  poflelSng  importance  of  themfelves, 
they  have  recruited  their  Lodges,  by  founding 
the  Todin  of  Loyalty,  by  railing  a clamour  of 
Church  in  Danger,”  Afcendancy,”  King  Wil- 
liam,” “ The  Glorious  Memory,”  and  fo  forth. 
Not  poflelling  much  property  themfelves,  they 
claim,  in  Rebellion  and  Warfare,  to  be  the  foie 
Efcorts  of  our  Properties,  and  the  foie  Centinels 
of  our  Laws  ; as  if  we  knew  not  the  value  of  our 
own  property,  of  good  order  and  of  wholefome 
Laws. — As  they  pretend  to  uphold  Religion  with- 
out Chriflian  charity,  fo  they  feign  to  fupport 
Order  by  violating  the  Laws,  and  to  preferve 
their  Country  by  rending  it  afunder. — They 
claim  an  exclufive  Patent  for  enjoying  and  trad- 
ing upon  all  Moral  Virtues,  and  all  the  blellings 
of  Civil  Society.  They  have  thus,  in  an  evil 
L 2 hour 
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hour  for  the  Crown  and  the  People,  praclifed  upon 
the  fears  or  the  ignorance  of  man)^  humane  and 
confcientious  members  of  the  Protefhant  Eftablifh- 
ment  and  cajoled  them  (unawares)  into  the  adoption 
of  their  initiating  Ted,  and  the  wearing  of  their 
Colours  and  Badges,  in  order  to  inveigle  others,  and 
to  exaggerate  the  opinion  of  their  numbers  and  their 
influence  ; and  thus  has  an  Aflbciation  been  hallood 
together,  impotent  and  incapable  for  every  purpofe, 
fave  civil  broils  and  public  mifchief. 

They,  and  thofe  of  their  Colour,  are  affociated 
upon  the  fame  principles  and  calculated  (pofli- 
bly  without  forefeeing  it)  for  the  fajne  pur- 
pofes,  as  the  fanatical  Rabble,  who,  in  the  year 
j8oo,  confederated  in  London  under  the 
name  of  the  Frotejiant  Jljfoclation^  and  then  fet 
fire  to  that  Proteflant  City.  We  are  told  by  our 
Edmund  Burke,  an  Eyewitnefs  of  their  crimes, 
that  on  pretences  of  zeal  and  piety,  without 
‘‘  any  fort. of  provocation  whatever,  real  or  pre- 
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tended,  they  made  a defperate  attempt,  which 
would  have  confumed  all  the  Glory  of  Great 
Britain  in  the  flames  of  London,  and  buried 
“ all  Law,  Order  and  Religion  under  the  ruins  of 
that  metfopolis  of  the  Proteflant  world.  All 
“ the  time”  fays  he,  ‘‘  that  this  honid  fcene  was 
acting,  or  avenging,  as  well  as  for  fome  time 
before  and  ever  flnce,  the  wicked  infligators 
“ of  this  unhappy  multitude,  guilty,  wdth  every 
aggravation,  of  all  their  crimes, and  fcreenedina 
cowardly  darknefs  from  their  punifhment,  con- 
“ tinned,  without  interruption,  pity,  or  remorfe, 
to  blow  up  the  blind  rage  of  the  populace, 
“ with  a continual  blafl:  of  peftilential  libels, 
which  infected  and  poifoned  the  very  air  we 
“ breathed  in.” 

He  thus  defcrlbes  thofe  Incendiaries  and  their 

Syftem,  ‘‘Their  whole fcheme  of  Freedom  is  made 
“ up  of  pride,  perverfenefs  and  infolence. — They 
“ feel  thernfelves  in  a ftate  of  thraldom,  they 
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imagine  that  their  fouls  are  cooped  and  cabbin- 
“ ed  in,  unlefs  they  have  fome  man,  or  body  of 
men,  dependent  upon  their  mercy. — This  de- 
fire  of  having  fome  one  below  them,  defcends 
to  thofe  who  are  the  very  loweft  of  all — and  a 
Proteftant  Cobler,  debafed  by  his  poverty,  but 
“ exalted  by  his  fhare  of  the  ruling  Church, 
feels  the  full  pride  of  his  petty  Afcendancy.’* 

This  Portrait  bears  ilrong  features  of  refetn* 
blance  to  the  forry  faction  here. — Thefe  anarchi- 
^ cal  Affociators  fear  to  fhare  with  us  the  little  meal 
of  p^rivilege  that  they  feaft  upon,  or  to  part  with  a 
fcrap  of  their  petty  Charter  ; they  would,  I fear, 
rather  fee  their  Countrymen  rufhing  upon  mu- 
tual  flaughter,  and  becoming  Rebels  to  their 
King,  exiles  from  the  Land,  or  flaves  to  an  Inva? 
der,  than  that  they  fhould  not  bow  beneath  their 
yoke. — They  are,  blindly  or  traiteroufly,  fighting 
the  battles  of  French  flaves  in  the  difguife  of  the 
Royal  uniform,  and  are,  in  effecf,  the  mofl  formi- 
dable enemies  of  their  King  and  their  Church. 
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It  is  true  that,  to  lull  the  truly  loyal  to  fleep, 
they  have  deemed  it  politic  to  fend  forth  occafio- 
nal  ejaculations  and  firings  of  refolutions,  couch- 
ed in  the  common  place  phrafes  of  Loyalty,  and 
fubfcribed  either  by  dark  Initial  letters,  or  by  the 
names  of  fome  tools,  whom  we  forget  or  do  not 
know.  But  we  know,  that  the  Rebel  Parliament 
of  Charles  the  ift,  who  afterwards  brought  their 
Monarch  to  the  Scaffold,  alfo  fcattered  about 
moft  fervent  profefHons  of  Loyalty  whilfl  they 
plotted  Revolution,  and  impudently  iflued  Pro- 
clamations in  their  King’s  name,  for  the  purpofc 
of  levying  an  army  againfl  his  Royal  life  and 
Crown. — We  know  that  every  wicked  junto 
profeffes  the  mofl  plaufible  purpofes  to  veil  the 
moft  confummate  villainy.  And  who  will  ven- 
ture to  predict  that  this  Affociated  Rabble  of  arm- 
ed fanatics,  if  permitted  to  gather  flrength,  may 
not,  in  their  characleriftic  fluctuation  of  plans 
and  ficklenefs  as  to  objedls,  rehearfe  one  day  the 
Tragedy  of  the  Cromwellian  Revolution,  or  of 
the  London  conflagration  ? 
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I lament  the  importance  of  mlfchief,  to  which 
this  faction,  originally  infignificant,  has  grown 
in  Ireland. — They  thwart  the  purpofes  of  an  en- 
lightened Government : they  paralyze  the  efforts 
of  truly  loyal  fubjeds ; they  bewilder  and  dif- 
concert  the  Public  at  large. — They  appal  their 
Fellow-Proteftants  throughout  the  United 
kingdom  by  chimerical  ftories  of  abfurd  plots  and 
impolTible  cruelties,  and  they  perfuade  even  rea- 
fonable  Irilhmen  into  the  heart-rending  doubt 
whether  their  native  land  is  to  be  to  them  more 
fecure  and  agreeable  than  a Garrifon  town.  Upon 
their  principle  of  monopoly,  they  repine  at  our 
Union  with  England,  and  they  blow  up  national 
prejudices  by  a clamour  againft  Englifh  connec- 
tion.— By  all  thefe  means,  they  deter  the  inge- 
nious and  wealthy  artifts  and  capitalifts  of  our 
filler  Ifland  from  bringing  am.ongft  us  their  Ikill, 
and  their  helps  to  our  profperity  ^ they  fill  the 
populace  with  terror  and  difmay  by  their  nodur- 
nal  buftle  \ by  dividing  the  Country,  they  give 
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colour  to  the  rumours  of  Incendaries,  and  by 
exciting  a belief  of  national  weaknefs,  they 
bereave  the  nation  of  half  its  natural  ftrength. 
Do  we  not  all  know  the  fad  efFe<5ls  of  thofe 
Rumours,  which  heat  the  fancies  of  our 
credulous  Peafantry,  drive  them  from  their 
homes  to  efcape  apprehended  aflafllnation,  indif* 
pofe  numbers  againft  our  Laws  and  Government, 
and  have  forced  thoufands,  in  defpair,  to  fly  to 
the  Rebel  ranks  for  ihelter  ? Do  we  not  learn, 
from  the  authority  of  Mr.  Emmett,  in  his  exa- 
mination by  Lord  Dillon  before  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee of  the  Lords,  that  wherever  it  was  at- 
tempted  to  introduce  an  Orange  Lodge,  the 
United  Irifli  and  friends  of  France  always  en- 
creafed  very  much  ? 

It  is  the  intemperance,  the  petty  tyranny  and 
the  fadious  taunts  of  thofe  men,  that  could  have 
excited  for  a moment  in  any,  even  the  vileft,  of 
Irifh  fouls  the  unnatural  feelings  of  Rebellion 
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againft  their  King  and  alliance  with  Frenchmen, 
or  caufed  in  them  a temporary  hefitation  between 
Loyalty  to  the  Crown  and  flavery  to  a Foreign 
power — But  they  {hould  know  and  will  feel,  that 
the  Government  does  not  fandlioh  or  protecl  one 
Faction  in  its  outrages  more  than  it  would  ano- 
.ther,  and  that  they  will  gladly  and  vigoroufly  co« 
operate  with  every  man,  be  he  of  whatever  clafs 
or  feet,  in  crulhing  Opprefiion  and  in  chaflifing 
every  infringement  of  the  Laws,  let  who  will 
pradife  or  perpetrate  them.  - 

I have  felt  it  to  be  necelTary  thus  far  to  difclofc 
the  chara^teriftics  and  confequences  of  this 
Alfociation,  as  I have  learned  them,  for  the 
common  advantage  of  our  Government,  of 
our  Proteftant  fellow  fubjects  and  of  you. 
— Of  the  Government ; that  they  may  fee  the 
Wifdom  of  perfevering  in  their  firm  and  tempe- 
rate conduf^,  which  may  render  it  unneceflary  to 
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recur  at  a future  day  to  ftrong  meafurcs  for 
humbling  a Faction  fo  dangerous  to  the  Execu- 
tive Authority — Of  my  Proteftant  fellow-fub- 
jects,  becaufe  I love  them  as  my  Countrymen, 
and  am  happy  of  enjoying  the  friendlhip  and 
intimacy  of  many  of  them  j and  becaufe  they  are 
not,  in  general,  apprized  of  the  evils  which  the 
community  fuffers  from  this  Affociation  wearing 
their  name — I know  that  they  are  incapable,  as  a 
Body,  of  exafperating  the  rage  of  Party  or  of 
darkening  the  fufpicions  of  Ignorance  ; and  I 
firmly  believe  that  three  fourths  of  them  reprove 
or  defpife  thofe  AfTociations,  as  mere  drudges  of 
Sedition.  I do  not  know,  nor  have  I heard  of, 
a Tingle  Gentleman,  who  ranks  himfelf  amongft 
them.  They  are  to  me  as  fo  many  Ghofts,  much 
talked  of,  but  never  feen.  Would  to  Heaven  that 
their  mifcheivous  effeds,  were  as  diiScult  to  be 
difcovered ! 

For  your  fakes,  my  Catholic  Countrymen,  I 
have  digrefied  into  the  Hiftory  of  this  Affociation, 
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:n  order  that  you  may  not  confound  the  Tools 
of  it  with  your  Proteftant  fellow-fubje6ts  at  large. 
That  would  be  an  acl  of  grofs  injuftice  indeed— 
, You  will  rather  confidcr  the  fteady  equity  and 
mildnefs  of  the  far  greater  and  better  part  of 
your  fellow-fubjecls,  than  the  violence  or  the  va« 
nity  of  the  few.  Beware  of  permitting  your 
Paflions  to  hurry  you  into  as  great,  or  greater, 
exceffes,  than  thofe  of  which  you  complain. 
Rather, 

“ Fly  from  petty  Tyrants to  the  Throne.** 

If  your  indignation  is  kept  rankling  by  the 
difloyal  aclivity  of  thofe  Seducers  of  the  Pro- 
teftant Rabble,  let  it  be  afluaged  by, the  Recol- 
lection and  the  daily  Senfe  of  the  Benefits, 
the  Kindneftes,  the  Commiferation,  and  the 
Affeci:ion,  that  you  receive,  and  have  long  ex- 
perienced, from  Proteftant  hands  and  Proteftant 
hearts.  Let  the  momentary  reign  of  Factious 
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men  be  forgotten,  or  pafled  over  as  a Blank 
in  the  pages  of  your  Hiftory.  Let  the  record 
of  our  peaceable  and  legal  Demeanour,  be  pre- 
fented  without  a Blot  or  a Stain. 


**  Let  their  works  declare  them — Our  free  powers, 

**  The  generous  powers  of  the  well-fafliioned  mind, 

**  Not  for  the  talks  of  their  confederate  hours, 

**  Lewd  Brawls  and  lurking  Slander,  were  defignM, 

“ Be  we  our  own  Approvers/’ 

\ ' 

We  have  now  reviewed  our  prefent  Situa- 
tion in  our  Country,  and  we  fee  that  (what- 
ever improvement  it  may  yet  admit  of)  it  is 
more  profperous  and  promifing  than  it  has  here- 
tofore been  at  any  given  point  of  time  ; that  we 
ought  to  prize  it  at  a high  rate,  and  preferve  it  at 
every  hazard.  That  the  French  are  not,  in  fa<T, 
objects  of  our  FriendfhIp,Refped,  or  Fear,  appears 
from  the  foregoing  fliort  Hiftory  of  their  connec- 
tion with  Ireland,  from  the  charadler  and  opinions 
of  their  Nation  and  their  Tyrant,  from  the  con- 
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dud:  of  both  towards  us,  towards  other  Nati- 
ons, and  towards  their  own  country  ; from 
their  inferiority  to  us  in  Egypt,  in  Ireland,  on 
Sea ; from  a comparifon  of  our  own  llrength, 

habits,  and  aptitudes  with  theirs.  ..Your  dan- 
gers are  to  be  apprehended,  principally,  from 
intefline  feuds. — I have  expofed  to  the  Govern- 
ment, to  my  Proteftant  Countrymen,  and  to 
you,  the  caufes  and  the  effeds  of  thofe  Feuds, 
—I  exhort  you  to  blunt  their  afperity,  and  to 
temper  their  mifchiefs,  by  a dignified  forbear- 
ance or  by  filent  contempt  ; by  oppofing  mild- 
nefs  to  their  fury,  and  morality  to  their,  pre- 
judices ; and,  by  reflecting,  above  all,  that 
upon  you  refts  the  Defence  of  your  Country. 
— I have  fliewn  you,  that  where-  Concord, 
breathes,  Fadion  expires ; where  Violence  ter- 
minates, Security  begins. — You  fee  that  you 
may  confidently  rely  upon  the  protedion  of 
your  Rulers,  and  upon  the  co-operation,  in 
your  Country’s  caufe,  of  your  ancient  and  con- 
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ilant  friends,  the  truly  loyal  men  of  every 
perfuafion  ; — that  every  profped:  of  the  future 
is  cheering  and  animating  ; and  that  you  will 
preferve  your  Happinefs  and  your  Honour,  if 
you  be  not  pervcrfe  or  mifguided. 

I need  not  depicture  the  Horrors  of  Civil 
War — you  have  fatally  beheld  them. — I need 
not  declaim  to  you  againfl  the  miferies  of 
Slavery — but  I have  Ihewn  that  it  is  in  your 
own  power  to  avert  both  thofe,  and  all  other, 
public  calamities. 

I have  addreffed  thefe  pages  of  advice  to 
you,  my  Catholic  Countrymen,  in  particular ; 
not  that  I believe  you  can  be  capable,  in  the 
hour  of  danger,  of  fwerving  from  your  Loy- 
alty or  your  Patriotifm,  of  forfaking  your 

i 

King  or  betraying  your  Country ; but,  becaufc 
you  are  expofed  to  great  and  trying  tempta- 
tions, and  your  Political  fituation  is  peculiar 
and  critical,  almoft  beyond  example  in  Hiflory^ 
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—It  is  clear,  that  artful  and  infinuating  Emif- 
faries  of  France  will  craftily  endeavour  (in 
Ireland  as  elfewhere)  to  inflame  the  public  mind 
againft  the  exifting  reftraints  and  grievances  of 

the  day,  fuch  as  they  are,  and  of  which  every 

\ 

Cojintry  has  fome  fhare. — We  have  much  to 
dread  in  our  own  credulity,  rafhnefs  and  re- 
fentments,  acled  upon  by  the  narrow  policy  of 
a blinded  Fa6lion,  by  the  protradled  rigour  of 

a Penal  Code,  fabricated  in  angry  times,  and 

1 

by  the  deftruclive  machinations  of  infidious 
foreigners.  May  the  Almighty  infpire  us  with 
Wifdom  and  courage,  to  guide  and  proted  us 
through  the  dangers  that  threaten  our  Coun- 
try  ! 

Perhaps  I fhould  rather  have  confulted  my 
natural  love  of  privacy  ; perhaps  I fhould  have 
more  agreeably  indulged  my  prcdile<5Uon  for 

my 
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xny  profeffional  ftudies,  by  either  fending  forth 
thefe  pages  of  advice  without  a name,  or  by 
fuppreffing  them  altogether. — Few  perfons  find 
more  flowers  and  attradlions  in  the 

**  Secretum  iter  et  fallentis  femita  vitas,”— 

than  I do,  or  are  more  attached  to  the  pleafures 
of  tranquillity. — But,  whilfl:  I love  the  fequef- 
tered  paths  of  life,  I have  felt  it  a paramount 
Duty,  when  my  name  or  my  exertions  may 
pofllbly,  on  a folitary  occafion  in  my  life,  be 
of  the  leaft  public  benefit,  to  give  them  to  my 
country,  and  to  forego  lefler  confiderations. — ’ 
No  man  can  flatter  himfelf  with  the  hope 
of  being  a neutral,  or  a quiet  Speftator  of  the 
Invafion  of  hi^  Country,  and  of  the  confufion 
of  Civil  Wars — that  hope  would  be  abfurd.— 
Even  quiefcent  Loyalty  will  not  be  permitted 
in  this  feafon  ; and  if  thefe  pages  (hall  have 
contributed,  in  however  fmall  a degree,  towards 
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infpiring  you  with  a perfect  unanimity,  and  a 
Refolution  to  prefent  to  your  Foe  the  formida- 
ble Afpeft  of  a6Hve  and  determined  Refiftance, 
founded  upon  internal  Concord,  I fliall  have 

been  amply  rewarded. You  will  then  have 

nothing  to  fear  from  Invafion,  and  it  will,  pro- 
bably, not  even  be  attempted.  I have  endea-^ 
voured,  to  the  beft  of  my  humble  judgment, 
to  point  out  the  w'ifeft  and  moft  glori- 
ous courfe  for  you  to  * purfue ; to  inculcate 
the  founded  principles  for  you  to  adopt — I 
fliould  rather  fay,  to  perfevere  in,  fince  they 
are  only  thofe  of  your  ancient  and  accuflomed 
Loyalty. — That  courfe  and  thofe  principles  ap- 
pear to  me  to  be  our  only  Hope  of  Safety 
from  impending  Ruin  ; for,  by  our  adherence 
to,  or  departure  from  them,  will  probably  be 
decided  the  fate  of  ourfelves,  of  the  Empire,  and 
of  civilized  Society, 
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Say,  therefore,  to  French  Agents  and  Agita- 
tors, when  they  talk  to  you  of  your  Grievances, 
that  thofe  can  be  difcuffed  and  redreffed  without 
French  mediation — that  the  French  themfelves 
have  not  redreffed,  but  aggravated,  their  own 
Grievances  and  thofe  of  their  fubjed  Countries 
— that  the  prefent  times  are  widely  different 
from  thofe,  in  which  fome  of  you  were  fatally 
cajoled  or  goaded  into  a former  Rebellion — that 
your  perfons  and  property  are  now  held  facred 
— that  your  Rulers  are  more  temperate  and  more 
wife,  and  you  are  become  fo  too. 

When  they  paint  the  fajfe  glories  of  French 
Friendlhip  and  Gcnerofity,  ftrip  them  of  their 
glare  by  relating  the  fads  contained  in  thefe 
pages;  and  add,  moreover,  that  you  are  not 
ffrangers  to  the  charader  of  their  General, 
Maffena,  who  is  to  lead  this  Army  of  Deliverers : 
that  he  was  fo  infamous  in  Italy  for  his  pillage 
and  peculation,  that  even  his  fellow  Officers 
N 2 deemed 
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deemed  themfelves  difgraced  by  his  condiKft  and 
prefence ; that  they  accordingly  prefented  a 
Kound  Robin  Remonftrance  for  his  difmiflal ; 
that  he  was  thereupon  inftantly  cafhiered, 
and  has  fince  lain  concealed  in  the  darknefs 
of  guilt,  until  lately  dragged  forth  and 
fele£led  as  a Veteran  in  iniquity,  to  act  over  in 
Ireland  ^fimilar  fcenes  of  rapacity  and  ravage. 

When  they  talk  of  the  Benevolence  of  their 
object  in  coming  amongft  us,  tell  them,  that 
you  are  not  ignorant  of  the  recent  boafts  of 
that  fame  Maffena,  That  he  would  not  pro- 
mife  to  conquer  thefe  Iflands,  or  to  keep 
them  in  fubjedion,  but  that  he  would  fq 
defolate  them,  that  none  of  even  the  native 
Inhabitants  would  think  them  worth  living 
in.” 

When  their  Blandiftiments  have  failed,  they 
will  apply  themfelves  to  the  nouriftiing  of 
your  Revenge,  and  remind  you  of  your  paft 
Injuries,  and  of  the  ads  of  violence  perpetrated 
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by  furious  men  againft  you  ; but  you  will  tell 
them  calmly,  that  your  Hearts  are  not  made 
of  Brafs,  nor  your  Memories  of  Marble — that 
you  are  good  Catholics  and  Chriftians — -that  you 
pray  for  forgivenefs  for  yourfelves,  and  that 
your  Refentments  againft  others  are  not  eter- 
nal. 

When  they  terrify  you  by  the  mention  of 
the  Orange  Faction,  fay  that  thofe  Affociators 
can  no  longer  goad  you  into  Rebellion — that 
their  Dominion  and  Abufes  are  at  an  end — 
that  they  are  frowned  upon  by  our  Rulers, 
and  reprefled  by  our  Laws,  which  are  admi- 
niftered  with  blended  Juftice  and  Mercy-— -and 
that  you  would  now  prefer  fighting  in  the  fame 
ranks  with  the  word  of  Orangemen  againft 
Invaders,  than  with  the  beft  of  Invaders  againft 
your  Countrymen — that  you  will  no  longer  be 
divided,  becaufe  you  are  determined  to  be 
no  longer  weak — and  tl^t  you  hope,  by  your 
firmnefs  and  harmony,  to  warn  an  Invader,  that 
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he  will  find  every  point  of  our  Coaft  as  impreg- 
nable as  Gibraltar. 

When  they  fpeak  of  the  Irritation  of  Tythes, 
of  the  exactions  of  the  Parfon  or  the  Pro6lor, 
and  of  the  litigioufnefs  of  Spiritual  Courts,  fay 
that  you  would,  indeed,  prefer  a more  conve- 
nient mode  of  collecting  thofe  Tythes,  fo  as 
that  fome  fixed  rate  fhould  be  afcertained,  Agri- 
culture  permitted  to  expand,  and  Litigation 
curtailed — but  that  you  do  not  defire  the  abo- 
lition of  Tythes,  nor  are  you  prepared  to  en- 
counter Civil  Wars,  or  to  wade  through 
Slaughter  for  moderate  objects,  which  you  may 
, rationally  expert,  from  the  good  fenfe  of  the 
Gentry,  the  Legiflature,  and  the  Clergy  them- 
felves,  to  attain,  in  a peaceful  and  conftitutional 
manner,  before  many  years  fliall  have  elapfed. 

When  they  dwell  upon  the  Charms  of  Ca- 
tholic Emancipation,  and  ufe  it  as  a Bellows  to 
blow  up  the  Sparks  of  Difeontent  into  a Blaze 
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of  DIfaftedlion  ; when  they  point  at  the  foul  ^ 
Stigma  of  unmerited  Sufpicion,  which  the  Penal 
Code  cafts  upon  your  Gentry  and  your  whole 
Body;  when  they  advert  to  the  Acrimony  which 
It  fofters  in  the  walks  of  private  Life ; when 
they  remind  you  of  the  burdenfome  Land-tax 
which  you  pay — in  diftricls,  where  the  Lands  are 
occupied  folely  by  Catholics  ; at  the  difcretion 
of  Veftries,  from  which  the  Laws  exclude  you ; 
for  the  repairs  of  Churches,  where  fervice  is 
rarely,  if  ever,  performed,  and  then  not  half  a 
dozen  Proteftants  attend,  and  for  which  repairs 
another,  and  an  ample,  Fund  is  already  appro- 
priated by  the  Law;  when  they  fpeak  of  the 
hazard  to  your  property  and  to  the  Adminiftra- 
tion  of  equal  Jiiftice,  incurred  by  your  Difabi- 
lity  to  fill  the  fituations  of  Sheriff  and  under 
Sheriff,  and  all  Corporate  offices ; when  they 
call  your  attention  to  your  general  Exclufion 
from  Profeffional  Honours,  from  the  dignified 
polls  in  the  State,  and  from  all  ffiare  of  the 
Legiflature,  whereby  your  public  fpirit  is  damp- 
ed. 
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ed,  your  literary  ambition  is  quenched,  and 
your  honed  Indudry  is  bereft  of  its  fair  Re- 
wards in  the  advancement  of  yourfelves  or  of 
your  Children,  when  all  thofe  fore  Topics  are 
affembled  and  arrayed  on  the  fide  of  your  In- 
vaders— fay  to  them  in  a firm  Tone,  that  thofe 
of  your  Communion  who  feel  thofe  Burdens 
and  Privations  the  mod  acutely,  and,  both  from 
public  and  perfonal  motives,  defire  their  re- 
moval mod  earneftly,  will  not  confent  to  be 
Didurbers  of  their  Country’s  Peace  ; that,  above 
all,  they  will  not  feek  Redrefs  at  the  Expence 
of  Honour,  of  Loyalty,  and  of  Humanity, — 
Tell  them,  that  we  are,  at  this  Crlils,  unanimous 
in  a decided  Refolution  to  dand  or  fall  with 
our  Country ; that  vve  care  not,  w’hether  this 
Refolution  cuts  off  our  retreat,  or  render  us 
peculiarly  obnoxious  to  Invaders,  who  profefs 
our  own  Religion  ; that  we  difdain  to  temporize, 
and  will  convince  even  the  mod  prejudiced  of 
our  fellow  fubjecls  throughout  the  United  Em- 
pire, 
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pire,  that  our  Fathers  have  long  ago  renounced 
all  foreign  Views  and  connedions,  and  that 
we  look  only  at  Home  for  our  relief  from  every 
grievance.  That,  even  though  that  relief 
fhould  be  obllrucled,  for  a moment,  by  an  in- 
digeftible  fcruple  of  confcience,  yet  our  fuf- 
pence  will  not  be  meafured  by  Eternity — that 
none  of  us  would  amputate  a Limb  becaufe  the 
Smith  fliould  be  tardy  in  filing  off  the  chain 
that  binds  it — nor  would  we  unroof  our 
Houfes,  becaufe  the  Slator  or  the  Thatcher 
fhould  not  choofe  to  attend  inftantly  to  re- 
pair the.  flight  Injuries  fuflained  in  the  recent 
Storms— that  we  fee  an  enlightened  Prince, 
beckoning  us  to  the  Banner  of  genuine  Loyalty, 
and  drawing  leffons  of  future  policy  from  our 
Patron,  the  gallant  and  patriotic  Moira. 


When  thofe  French  Emiffaries  endeavour  to 
excite  your  Envy  of  your  wealthier  neighbour, 
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or  of  his  fpleiidid  eftablidmicnts,  tell  them  that 
you  rather  rejoice  in  the  contemplation  of  it  ; 
that  if,  in  the  chances  of  life,  fome  perfons  mufl: 
be  richer  or  more  dillinguiO^ied  than  others,  hill 
Happinefs  is  to  be  found  in  every  flation  ; that, 
if  your  Neighbour  has  been  exalted  by  the  for- 
tune of  a Die,  of  a Lottery,  or  of  a lucky  Specu- 
lation, thoiifands  have  been  raifed  fo  before  him, 
and  the  fame  may  be  your  luck  to-morrow  : — 
that,  if  he  has  amaffed  his  wealth  by  the  How 
progrefs  of  Induhry,  his  fuccefs  is  a wholefome 
incentive  to  flimulate  the  labours  of  you  and  of 
your  Children  5 — that,  if  he  has  acquired  it  by 
Defcent,  you  fee,  in  his  enjoyment  of  his  Income, 
a pledge  of  the  protedion  which  the  Laws  will 
afford  to  your  Children  in  the  poffellion  of  -what- 
ever  property  you  may  earn  and  tranfmit  to 
them. 

When  they  Ihall  have  failed  in  this  attempt  to 
rouze  the  meaner  Paflions,  they  will  awake  your 
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lympathy  for  your  Poor  and  your  Poverty  ; and 
you  will  anfvver,  that  you  alfo  commiferate  dif- 
trefles,  and  relieve  the  indigent  to  the  utmoft  of 
your  ability — that  there  is  an  abundant  ftock  of 
public  and  private  Charity  amongO:  us  ; that  our 
Wealth  is  not  deaf  to  the  moans,  or  even  to  the 
fighs,  of  individual  afUiction,  and  that  the  ave- 
nues  of  bounty  are  ever  open  3 that,  though  we 
have  fewer  opulent  or  reiident  Gentry  than  the 
French  or  the  Engllfli,  yet  we  liave  not,  actually, 
more  poorperfons  than  they  or  the  other  Nations 
of  Europe  liave,  and  that  we  are,  comparatively, 
better  circumftanced  than  moft  of  them  ; that 
our  wants  are  few,  and  our  habits  fimple  ; that, 
though  we  have  no  Treafures  of  Gold,  of  Silver, 
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or  of  the  fine  Arts,  yet  we  are  rich  in  our  Soil, 
in  our  Climate  and  our  internal  Refources  ; that 
our  Provihons  arc  cheap,  our  Crops  abundant, 
and  our  Pafmres  of  furpafUng  luxuriance  ; that 
our  rates  of  labour  are  doubled,  and  our  Cotta- 
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gers  inSnitcly  better  clad,  fed  and  houfed,  with- 
in thefe  laft  tw^enty  years,  whilft  our  population 
has  encreafed  one  half ; that  mod  of  our  Artizans 
are  able  to  procure  a week’s  fubfiftence  for  their 
families  by  the  w^ages  of  three  days ; that  much 
of  our  poverty  exifts  only  in  appearance  ; that 
every  humble  Hut  is  not  to  be  noted  as  an  abode 
of  Indigence,  nor  is  raggednefs  to  be  miftaken  for 
beggary  ; that  we  have  no  Laws  for  canton- 
ing our  Poor  according  to  their  locality,  for  with- 
holding from  cafjal  pity  thofe,  whofe  poverty  is 
either  their  misfortune  or  their  trade — that  there- 
• fore  poverty  roams  amcrigd  us  in  glaring  defor- 
mity cf  features,  and,  frequently  with  ftudied 
diflortion,  or  mimickry  of  mutilation,  and  in 
raiment  of  felecfed  wmetchednefs  ; — that  it  mul- 
tiplies itfelf  by  preienting  the  fame  objects  at 
our  principal  Shops  and  places  of  public  refort, 
who  infeft  the  Chariots  of  Rank  and  opulence,  to 
exercife  the  fenfibilities  of  the  great,  and  remind 
them  of  the  miferies  incident  to  the  lot  of  life  ; 
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that,  though  we  are  far  from  being  without  a 
great  portion  of  deplorable  and  extreme  poverty 
(which  no  nation  is  exempt  from)  yet  it  wdll  not 
appear,  after  all  juft  dedudions,  that  we  arc, 
in  reality,  burdened  with  more  of  it,  than  in 
that  proportion  to  our  very  denfe  population, 
W'hich  the  experience  of  Nations,-  and  the  un- 
changeable Laws  of  political  eoconomy  aflign. 

Thus  you  v/IIl  refute  the  Sophifms,  and  baffle 
the  Machinations,  of  the  friends  of  France  ; thus 
will  you  furnifh  each  other  wuth  Antidotes  to  the 
Policn  of  DlfafTeilion. 

I kno\y  that  many  Diftricts  have  been  over- 
run by  gangs  of  armed  Ruffians,  Orange  or 
Rebel,  who  prowl  amongft  you  in  the  lilence 
of  night  and  in  the  fecurity  of  day,  to  gratify 
the  love  of  plunder  or  the  worft  of  paf- 
lions. — They  invade  your  defencelefs  Cot- 
tages, fingly  or  colleclively  ; they  violate  your 
females,  or  they  intimidate  you  from  obeying 
the  laws  in  the  profecution  of  Criminals  or  the 
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giving  of  ufeful  information  to  Magiftratcs ; and 
generally  they  exa£l  from  you,  at  the  muzzle  of 
a piftol  or  a blunderbufs,  or  at  the  peril  of  firing 
your  thatched  roofs, Contribudons  for  the  fopport 
of  what  they  ftyle  their  caufe^  (to  which  you  are  ' 
flrangers,)  and  promifes  upon  oath  to  pay  fur- 
ther contributions  at  places  and  times  prefcribed. 
Be  not  intimidated  by  thofe  petty  fcourges  of  So- 
ciety, for  you  have  the  means  of  crufhing  them 
in  your  own  power — Let  not  their  injunction  re- 
firain  your  appeal  to  the  Laws  ; keep  no  forced 
oaths,  for  they  do  not  bind  you  ; afibciate  with 
your  induflrious  Neighbours  for  the  defence  of 
all ; give  every  ufcfuI  information  to  the  nearefl 
fpirited  Magifirate,  with  boldnefs  and  candour, 
rcfpecting  the  perfons,  deferiptions  and  names  of 
fuch  of  thofe  Ruffians  as  you  know  or  fufpect  ; 
(and  it  generally  happens  that  you  do  know,  but 
dare  not  divulge,  thofe  particulars)  lay  plans  for 
apprehending  and  affifi  in  apprehending  them  ; 
and,  when  feized,  deliver  them  up' with  firmnefs 
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to  the  arm  of  Jiihice — Let  no  Menace,  no  entrea-  ^ 
ty,  no  felicitation  or  tampering,  deter  or  entice 
you  away  afterwards  from  appearing,  when  ne- 
ceflary,  to  profecute  and  bring  them  to  convic- 
tion.— Remember  that  you  owe  this  duty  to 
yourfelves,  to  your  fafety,  and  to  your  Country. 
— If  the  warrant  of  the  Magiftrate  be  too  feeble, 
or  the  ordinary  aid  of  Law  be  too  diftant,  for 
your  fummary  deliverance  from  thofe  Robbers, 
you  will  obtain  effectual  military  fuctour  by  ap- 
plying to  the  General  of  your  Difirict,  or  to  the 
Commanding  Officer  in  the  next  garrifon  Town 
— You  may  be  affured,  that  you  will,  thus,  Ipee- 
dily,  get  rid  of  thofe  Gangs  ; for,’ at  the  hrfl  alarm 
of  perfonal  danger  or  probability  of  being  refifl- 
ed,  thofe  guilty  marauders  will  abfeond  from  the 
Country,  leave  you  in  quiet,  and  betake  them- 
felves  to  feme  other  Difirict  and  courfe  of  life. 

I know  alfo,  that  many  Diflrifls  are  oppreffied  by 
dangerous  Vagrants,  and  that  defeription  of  perfons 
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called  Cosher ers^  who,  without  any  certain  calling, 
wander  amongft  you,  upon  unknown  MilTions,  or 
for  dark  and  doubtful  purpofes — I do  not  incite 
you  to  become  Informers  againft  the  houfelefs  and 
unprotected  Granger,  whofe  only  crime  is  his  pover- 
ty, whofe  dwelling  fire  may  have  confumed,  or  ter- 
ror may  have  chafed  him  from.  But  I would  guard 
you  againft  the  fpreader  of  News,  and  the  vehicle  of 
Idle  Rumours,  efpecially  of  apprehended  aftaflination 
or  mafifacre — Obferve  him  with  vigilance  : queftion 
his  drift  and  ferutinize  his  real  purpofes  : If  you  do 
not  obtain  a very  fatisfaClory  refult,  bring  him  be- 
fore the  neareft  Magiftrate,  or  at  leaft  intimate 
your  fufpicions  to  your  Gentry  and  Clergy. — 
I do  not  require  you,  to  abolifti  wholly,  thofe 
ufages  of  Hofpitality,  which  you  have  received  from 
your  Fathers,  and  which  you  retain  as  facred — But, 

I conjure  you,  for  the  fake  of  your  own  fafety,  to 
fufpend,  for  a while,  the  indiferiminate  practice  of  it : 
it  is,  at  all  tim.es,  highly  oppreffive  to  your  induftry 
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and  hazardous  to  your  quiet — Entertain  no  perfon, 
whom'  you  do  not  know  to  be  well  condu£l:ed  in  So- 
ciety and  peaceably  difpofed.  Tell  fuch  perfons, 
that,  in  thefe  critical  times,  every  perfon  ought  to 
be  found  in  his  own  Parllli,  dwelling  amongft  hIS' 
own  Relations,  or  engaged  in  fome  Induftrious  pur- 
fuit  or  fixed  occupation  of  life — that  much  fufpiclon 
and  hazard  attend  their  prefence  and  fociety ; that 
your  reception  of  them  may  involve  In  it  your  Ruin 
and  that  of  your  families,  and  that  you  expe£t  ‘that 
they  will  betake  themfelves  elfe where.  Tell  them 
thefe  things,  and  they  will  no  longer  folicit  you  to 
harbour  or  tolerate  them  amongfi:  you. 

Thus  much  for  your  Defenfive  fyfiem — As  for  the 
reft,  let  your  adlivity,  until  the  moment  of  Invafion, 
confift  in  the  alTiduous  cxercife  of  the  Induftry  ap- 
propriate to  your  rcfpe<ftive  callings,  in  adhering  to 
the  rules  of  Order,  Sobriety  and  Peace,  in  praftifing 
the  duties  of  Civil  life,  and  in  vigilant  clrcumfpec- 
tion  againft  licentioufnefs  and  difturbances  of  every 
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kind — Affiil:  the  Magi ftrates  and  OiEcers  of  Juftice 
!*n  the  execution  of  their  public  duties,  and  give 
flicker  or  prote£Hon  to  no  perfon,  who  has  violated, 
the  Laws,  or  is  accufed  of  having  violated  them. — 
Reflect  that  the  Servants  of  the  Law  are  your  pro- 
per protestors,  and  that  the  offenders  againft  it  are 
your  natural  enemies. 

If  any  neighbouring  Gentleman  fhould  be  entruft- 
cd  by  your  King  with  the  command  of  an 
armed  AiTociation  for  the  comm.on  defence,  and 
{hould  invite  you  to  repair  to  the  Standard  of  your 
Country,  give  your  fervices  and  attendance  with  ala= 
crity.  If  the  Law  fhould  call  upon  you  to  array  your- 
felves  for  the  defence  of  the  Empire,  whether  under 
the  Title  of  an  Army  of  Referve  or  any  other  appel- 
lation, let  your  numbers  fill  the  Ranks  with  the 
flrength  requifite  for  the  public  fafety. — RefleSl  that, 
the  fooner  you  learn  the  ufe  and  praSHce  of  Arms, 
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the  fooncr  your  Country  will  be  powerful,  and  the 
more  firmly  you  will  oppofe  an  Invader — thus  alfo 
you  will  return  to  your  homes  and  peaceful  occupa- 
tion the  more  fpeedily,  and  with  the  greater  content 
and  fatisfaflion,  when  the  danger  fliall  have  been 
chafed  away.  If  you  adopt  this  line  of  conduct, 
and  fhew  yourfelves  to  be  at  once  an  Armed  and  an 
united  People,  we  fhall,  fcarcely,  be  molefted  by 
Invaders,  whofe  only  hope  and  defign,  in  coming 
to  this  Ifland,  would  be,  to  augment  Confufion 
amongH;  us  with  facility,  and  to  excite  Civil  Wars 
with  impunity. 

But  if,  neverthelefs,  the  Enemy  fhould  be  fo  def- 
perate  and  infatuated  as  to  attempt  an  Invafion  of 
our  Ifland,  if  he  fhall  think  proper  to  make  the  ha- 
zardous pufh  at  our  liberties  and  our  happinefs, 
whilft  we  flrall  be  in  fo  formidable  an  attitude  of  De- 
fence, let  our  firfl  care  be,  to  preferve  internal  har- 
mony, order  and  fteadinefs  amongfl  ourfelves — 'let 
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our  next  be,  to  difcharge,  with  aclive  zeal,  the  ref- 
pecHve  duties,  whether  military  or  civil,  which  chance 
or  previous  concert  lhall'have  ailigned  to  each  of  us, 
Thofe,  whofe  lot  lhall  have  been  caft  in  Military 
duty,  will  receive,  through  the  medium  of  difcipline, 
more  precife  and  authentic  regulations  than  I can 
fuggeft.  Thofe,  who  flaall  hot  be  aclually  engaged 
in  Military  duty,  may  ferve  their  Country  with  not 
lefs  efficacy  by  co  operating  with  the  Powers  em 
trufted  with  the  management  of  our  defence,  in  the 
execution  of  fuch  meafures  as  ffiall,  from  time  to  time, 
be  recommended  or  deemed  expedient.  They  will 
obey,  with  promptitude,  the  orders  for  that  purpofe', 
and  adhere  to  the  InftrucHons,  which  the  Generals 
and  the  Magiflrates  of  the  feveral  Diftrifls  will,  in 
due  time,  take  care  to  diftribute  and  promulge. — 
Thofe  orders  and  Inftruclions  are  founded  in  Reafon 
and  good  fenfe  : they  proceed  upon  the  received 
Maxim  of  dally  Life,  1o  ^facrijice  a part^  in  cafes  of 
neceffity,  for  the  pre/crvafion  of  the  remainder. 
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^ — They  relate  to  the  driving  of  our  Cattle  and 
removing  of  all  provifions  and  forage  from 
within  the  Enemy’s  reach,  cutting  off  his  fup« 
plies  of  fubfiftence,  harralling,  watching  and 
difcoverlng  his  Motions  and  his  proje(Ts,  break- 
ing up  Roads''  and  pulling  down  Bridges  in  his 
line  of  march,  annoying  and  alarming  his  de- 
tachments, from  our  Mountains  and  our  Bogs, 
in  our  Glens  and  our  Defiles,  and  other  fimilar 
fervices  which  are  enumerated  in  thofe  Orders 
and  Inftrudions. 

You  will  render  thofe  fervices  to  your  Country, 
not  only  without  murmuring,  but  with  alacrity. 
Remember  that  the  Law  has  enfured  ample 
Indemnity  to  individuals  for  the  lofles  that  they 
may,  for  the  time,  fuftain  in  the  necefiary  per- 
formance of  thofe  fervices — Compenfation  is 
given  by  the  Country  to  its  Children  for  the 
unavoidable  facrifices  which  fhe  will  call  upon 
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them  to  make  for  her  prefervation.  No  generous 
mind  will  elude,  or  fhrink,  from  thofe  facrifices— 
rather  let  us  partially  anticipate  the  defolation 
which  is  menaced,  by  deftroying  our  provifions 
and  burning  our  Dwellings,  where  neceffary,  than 
leave  the  one  or  the  other  for  the  fubfiftence  or 
the  (helter  of  a cruel  and  rapacious  Foe. — No 
man  will,  I truft,  be  bafe  enough  to  temporize 
with  the  Invader — to  bargain  with  him  for  a 
temporary  fafety  or  a ruinous  neutrality,  for 
whatever  price  or  temptation — no  man  will  be 
fo  vile,  as  to  receive  a Bribe  for  fhort-lighted 
Treafon,  to  fell  his  Birthright  for  a mefs  of 
Pottage,  or  to  barter  Irilh  .Honour  for  French 
Gold.  Ireland  is  celebrated  for  its  high  feelings 
of  National  Honour. — The  ’coliedive  Honour  of 
a Nation  is  compofed  of  the  Honour  of  its  in- 
dividuals ; it  is  built  upon  their  high  fpirit 
and  difdain  of  mercenary  Interefls  ; it  endures 
only  with  the  perfect  Devotion  of  all  to  their 
Country  s Glory  and  Welfare. 


Armed 


Armed,  then,  with  thofe  pure  Principles,  and 
animated  by  thofe  generous  fenfations,  you  will, 
my  Countrymen,  vigoroufly  and  fuccefsfully 
repel  French  Invafion,  Civil  Wars,  and  Sla- 
very ; you  will  maintain  the  advantages  of 
your  prefent  (ituation,  and  preferve  the  certain 
Road  to  its  full  improvement ; you  will  reap, 
in  Security,  the  fruits  of  your  honeft  Induftry  j 
you  will  enjoy  the  bleflings  of  Agriculture, 
the  cultivation  of  Arts,  the  repofe  of  your 
Families,  and  the  firm  protedion  of  the  Laws. 
The  honour  and  Independence  of  thefe  Iflands 
will  be  for  ever  fecured ; the  eternal  praife 
and  gratitude  of  the  Empire  and  of  civilized 
Society,  will  be  amongft  our  Rewards.  Dan. 
gers  will  be  for  ever  baniihed  from  our  Shores, 
and  the  Wealth,  the  Genius,  and  the  Refine- 
ments of  Icfs  favoured  Countries  will  fly  to 
our  happy  Ifle  for  quiet  and  Security.  Our 
generous  Patriotifm  will  have  raifed  a fplendid 
Monument  of  National  Unanimity  and  Valour, 
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more  durable  than  the  Marble  Pillar — Its  head 
fhall  reach  the  furrmiits  of  our  lofty  Mountains  ; 
its  extent  fhall  be  as  fpaclous  as  the  fuperfi- 
cies  of  Irifh  Soil.  Our  Example  will  be  a hgnal 
leflbn  both  to  Tyrants  and  to  free  States ; it 
will  exhibit  to  the  one  the  dangers  of  exceflive 
Ambition  ; to  the  other  it  will  prove,  that  Con- 
cord is  the  foul  of  National  Strength — and  the 
InflrucHon  to  be  derived  from  it  may  fave 
torrents  of  blood  to  Humanity.  . Other  Nations 
will  read  with  delight  and  admiration,  that  • 
the  People  of  a remote  Ifland,  torn  by  the 
intefline  diftraclions  of  Centuries,  full  of  mu- 
tual hatred,  w^eakened  by  mutual  diflruft,  and 
verging  upon  the  miferies  of  Semi-barbarifm, 
did  yet,  in  the  moment  of  National  Trial, 
when  their  common  Honour  and  Liberties 
were  at  flake,  wifely  and  nobly  bury  all  their 
diiferences  in  Oblivion,  and  fwear,  upon  their 
Swords,  to  fight  with  emulous  Valour  and  to  die 
in  the  fame  Ranks,  or  to  chafe  away  a Savage 
Invader,  his  Chains,  and  his  Barbarifm. 
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Our  Defcendants  will  rpd,  with  rapturous 
enthufiafm,  the  Annals  of  the  coming  Events, 
and  their  hearts  will  glow  with  Gratitude  to 
thofe,  who  fhall  have  preferved  this  Ifle  of 
incomparable  Lovelinefs,  and  proved  themfelves 
to  be  at  once  worthy  of  their  high  Truft,  and 
of  the  Age  they  live  in. 

Oh ! by  majeftic  Freedom,  righteous  Laws, 

By  Heavenly  Truth’s,  by  manly  Reafon’s  Caufe, 

Awake  ! Attend  ! be  indolent  no  more  ; 

By  Friendfliip,  focial  Peace,  domeftic  Love, 

Rife,  Arm,  your  Country’s  living  fafety  prove. 

And  train  her  hardy  Youth,  and  watch  around  her  Shore, 


FINIS. 
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